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PREFACE. 


complete hiſtory of the French incurſion into 
Franconia; but ſupply the future hiſtorian of 
that memorable event with a few facts and 


incidents, of which I was an eye witneſs, 


collected within the diſtrict in which I re- 
ſide. | 
Every circumſtance here related is genuine. 
I endeavoured to be an attentive obſerver, to 
colle& with fidelity, and to delineate without 
prejudice, «+ ; 
Should any artiſt exclaim, «© What abun. 
dance of ſhade!” I can only ſay that, if it 
obſcures the picture, the fault is not mine, 
I love light more than darkneſs; and it 
gives me pleaſure to think, that in this diſmal 
night-piece I have introduced a few ſcattered 
rays, which cannot fail to attract the notice of 
every friend to beauty and virtue. 
So certain is that truth of the immortal 
Leſſing, No — There are no people in the 
world totally void of humanity.” | 
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Tas favoccin plan af the French hee r 


length been in part crowned; with, ſucceſs | 


What Pichegru, though a brave commander, 


would not attempt ta put am end ta the war 
before the gates ot Vienna attempt». 
by J Moreau and Buonaparte. K 


ent undertaking, to invadare Germany — | 


epublican troops, 
dieitſtein, Menta, Konigſtein, Manheim, Phil- 


lipſburg and Mantua were not yet taken; and. 


to maintain, without the aſſiſtance of maga - 
zines, three ſtrong armies, which were obli- 
ged to ſtruggle with the want of every neceſ-- 
ry and convenience, while purſuing the ar- 
y of the enemy, as much diſtinguiſhed by, 
ourage as by diſcipline.} The garriſons in the: 
above fortreſſes amounted at leaſt to 45,000. 
en, and theſe were alſo to he kept in awe,” 

nleſs they wiſhed to expoſe themielves be- 

een two fires, - For this reaſon, officers well 
erſed in military affairs br tied a hundred to 
1 one 
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| (TJ | 
one that the French would not be able to po- 


netrate far into the country. 

For the accompliſhment of this gigantic 
plan, Buonaparte was to penetrate through 
Tyrol, Moreau through Suabia, and Jour- 
dan m_ Franconia, until the three ar- 
mies ſhould form a junction; and, when thus 
united, they were to procerd directly to Vi- 
enna. Every difficulty was removed by, the 


abſolute command of the generals, Sic vol, 


t jhbeo*—and the republicans put themſelves 
in motion: The Auſtrian army, ſufficient 
ſtrong to act on the defenſive," retreated wi 
ſo much precipitation, as afforded a 'favoure- 
ble omen to the ad vᷣancing enemy. The want 
of neceſſaries was to be ſopplied, they hoped, 
by a land which flowed with milk and honey; 
and the unfortunate inhabitants of this Canaan 
were prevented by proclamations from purſu- 
ing thoſe meaſures which were /neceſſary for 
the protection of their property. Theſe-pro- 
clamations were intended ro inſpire both par- 
ties with confidence; and the commanders in 
chief gained their ends. The French loldiers 
remained with their colours, and the deluded 
farmers by their flocks. (222626 
Jourdan, commander of the army of the 
Simbre and the Meuſe, who, as their chief, 
has left in Franconia a laſting remembrance 
of his name, iſſued the following proclama- 
* * It ſhall and muſt be ſo. 


. 


tion 


({-7 * 


tion to the inhabitants PRIVY 3 en 


the Rhine: 


“The general in chief of the French army 
of the Sambre and the Meuſe to the be. 
bitants of the right bank of che Rhine. 


« The numerous victories of the army of 


the French republic; the cry of a people ex- 
hauſted by a war which carries with it nothing 


but ruin and deſtruction; the affecting voice 
of humanity, which inceſſantly repeats that it 


is time to check thoſe ſtreams, of blood which 
inundate your fields, though all united, can- 
not move the hard and ſtony hearty. of your 
ſoverei hing can induce them tao wiſh- 
for a peace, which would undoubtedly eſtabliſh - 
wy — and my [1 of all Europe. Since, 
ore, more blood muſt be ſhed; and as 
= war muſt be brought before their eyes. 
that they may behold it it in all its horrors, the 


French armies are about to enter Germany. 


But be not uneaſy on that account, ye well» 


diſpoſed and peaceable inhabitants of this un- 
fortunate neighbourbood ! Our attack is not 
directed againſt: you. ,We wiſh. neither to de- 


ſtroy your laws nor your religion, as ſome have. 


talſely endeavoured to perſuade you, in order 


that you might riſe up in arms againſt us. 
You will, no doubt, 10 ffer from 1 7 preſence 
of the armies, which are always e with 
dene evils; but be not afraid that we 

| A4 | thalt 


(' 8” ). | 
ſhall take revenge on you for the ſeverity and 
cruelties to which the inhabitants of oùr ter- 
ritories were expoſed, when the Pr a of the 
war was drawn towards 95 Your property 
ſhall not be Aefirpyrd. You hall not 
your houſes in flames. Remain, then, with 
your flocks. Po not interfere in the eveiits 
of the wir, and you mzy rel on protection | 
from all the chiefs of the army Which! 1 
command. But if you are for —_— as 
to take up arms, you may < [ot the heavieſt 
of all puniſhments, and that t moſt 9 91 
exibrip)s will be made of 
have, cherefore, thought it exper to! ith" 
form you of my imitthtfons'by cis. 
tion, and to m nb W enen 


ing rej — 2 
' fupaTor e i. 


le IJ. The 55 
geilo eite, fd 1 enldrer thi 
ſtricteſt difeipline among the gg whlẽh they 
command. Thoſe who plunder or ill uſe 
inhabitants of the diſtricts through which . 
army paſſes, ſhall be puriffed with' the ut- 
moſt ſeverity of the laws ; and every indivi- 
dual plundered or ifl- bſe ſhall be indemni- 
fied, and receive compenſation for bis loſs, 
Art. It. The inhabitants of thoſe diftrifts 
through which the army ſhall paſs, are requeſt. 
ed to remain peacedbly in their dwellings; all 
thoſe found attempting to fly wich the Pro- 
perty and cattle mall be arreſted, and their 


property 


) 
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G 
property confiſcated for the benefit of the re 
ublic. 

Art. III. The inhabitants of the hamlets, f 
villages, and towns, who unite and take up 
arms, ſhall be compelled to lay them down :- 
they ſhall then be thor, and their bouſes mall 
be burnt. | 

Art, IV. Every: inhabitant in the cayntry- 


found in arms, without permiſſion from a ge- | 


neral or ſuperior officer, ſhall be arreſted, con- 
demned, and immediately ſhot. 


Art. V. The WY of the countries 
through which the army paſſes, ſhall imme - 


diately depoſit their arms on the ſpot; and — * "Wo: 


account of them ſhall be taken by the x 
trates and burgomaſters, 

Art. VI. The governors, burgomaſters 2 
other civil magiſtrates ſhall. cauie this procla- 
mation to be made known in their reipenre 
diſtricts. 

Art. VII. The generals are charged to 4. 
it put in execution. 


Done at my head quarters, the 1 2 
NMeſſidor, the 4th year of the French c 
public (Jane the 30th, 1796). 2b 


Jeu pax, general in chief. 
Eaxour, general of diviſ dont, 
chbief ot the n 


Ag. 
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DISPOSITION OF THE FRANCONIAN PEASANTS 
 "—THEIR PREJUDICE IN FAVOUR OF || 
| THE FRENCH. | 


EE French commanders could not 
bly be ignorant how much the F — 
peaſants were inclined to favour the cauſe of the 
French in the time of Cuſtine. They knew 
only too well that Cuſtine, had he penetrated 
yay the on the Maine, would have been as ſuc- 
' ceſsful as he was on the Rhine. Liberty and 
equality, which the French thought them- 
ſeſves authoriſed to eſtabliſh, had made a great 
part of our Franconian peaſants ripe for a re- 


4 


volution, by which every thing would have 


deen reverſed, and the governed "tranſpoſed 
into the place of governors. 
- Bur, however tavourable the inhabitants of 
F ranconia might be to the French cauſe in the 
time of Cuſtine, in the year 1796 they had 
abandoned all thoughts of combating for li- 
berty. The public papers always teemed with 
ſo many diſguſting anecdotes of the French; 
and the accounts of the people on the Rhine, 
who fled from their habitations, coincided fo 
much in general, and were fo little calculated 
to inſpire joy, that ſuch a ſoothing and verboſe 
roclamation as that which Jourdan cauſed to 
be publiſhed by one of his heralds, was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to awaken and ſtrengthen 
their courage. 


However, 


un! 
However, without the medium of ſuch a 
ſpecific, the greater part of our Franconian 
eaſants, and many of the towns, entertained 


the French. | 

One party, if not the moſt numerous, at 
leaſt the moſt violent, wiſhed and ted, 
from the ſucceſs of the French arms, to ob- 
tain liberty ; that is, to be freed in the maſt 
public and ſolemn manner from the payment 
of their debts, and from all future taxes or 


impoſitions whatever, as well as to be exempt- 


ed from ſuch laws as they might be diſpleaſed 
with. What wonderful le the French! 
to ſuppoſe that Franconia does not ſupply light 
as well as other places to enable the inhabitants 
to diſcover by what they are oppreſſed ! That 
many great and petty ſovereigns are ever rea- 


dy to lay new burdens on their ſubjects, when. - 


they patiently ſubmit to their demands, is a 
common obſervation ; but I never Knew that 
this was the caſe particularly in Franconia, 
however uſual it may be for rulers to increaſe 
their finances at the expence of thoſe whom 
they govern. In juſticiary affairs great liber- 
ties have been and are ſtil} taken. But an or- 
der of council, which at once ſeparates the 
head from the body, is often. more Bumatie 
than a regular ſentence pronounced after much 
trouble and delay, which bring upon the 
culprit a flow and deſtructive fever. And, 

= = A6 A 


in their hearts an uncommon partiality for 


. 
* 
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upon the whole, if Siegfried von Lindenberg 
gp; a fight to direct eee of a ele 
becaiiſe he himſelf eſtabliſhed it, his affociates 
had the right and power to direct the opera- 
tions of rollice as long as it depended on them 
to determine what ſhould or ſhould not re- 
main in the criminal procedure of their ter: 
ritories. Alas! the world is every where 
alike, and the weakneſs of human nature is 
every where conſpicuous—Miſtreſfes, courti- 
ers, and court favourites are in all countries 
buſy. It was, however, evident that thoſe 
people, above all, who had ir moſt in their 
power to counteract in an effectual manner the 
impreſſion made by theſe court minions, were 
the loudeſt in their clamour for liberty; while 
the poor, accuſtomed to ſubjection and op- 
preſſion, endured their ſufferings in ſilence, 
and were contented with expreſſing their feel 
ings by ſighs. With regard to towns, ſome 
of theſe perhaps entertained ideas of a national 
convention at Mentz, which wgyld raiſe them 
above their proud rivals - ive them the 
liberty of oppreſſing ochers in theig turn. 
Another party ſighed for equality, Theſe 
were the wea er leich bours of bordering ſtates, 
Who had ſo often been obliged to fubmit to 
the jus fortioris*, and who now, ſupported 
the apoſtles of equality, flattered themfelves 
with the hopes of exercifing the jus talionit ; 

* Law of the fironger, + Law of refalidtion. * 
perſons 


6165 
ons in debt, expected nothing lefs 
pk the French than the total annihilation 
of their bonds and obligations; but, in parti- 
cular, thoſe reduced * Tk and wer — 2 their 
own fault, who hated: work 
to beg. 

To the latter claſs the greater 
part of thoſe Franebnian peaſants who wiſhed 
tor equality. Luxury, which has made cons 
ſiderable progreſs amongſt them j the deſire 
of obtaining places; a taſte for extravagance 
in dreſs, for gaming and for a town life, and 
the expences therewith connected to gratify 
the palate, have, unfortunately, been the ruin 
of many flimilies in Franconia! Such fpends 
thrifts remarked the 'detay*of their circum» 
ſtances, without being able to ſtop the ſources. 
of it; and = beheld with envy the prudent 
farmers, . onomy had increaſed 
their wealth, by Aligen ce and ſobriety 
- procured more abundant” — while every 
thing with them went a crab's pare, and theit 
property was obliged to be fold article after 
article. No wonder then that theſe, and peo 
ple of the like character, ſhould wiſh for an 
agrarian law, by whichthey would loſe nothing, 
but much rather gain! Nor is it aſtoniſhing 
that they ſhould depend ſo much on the 
French, to whom inequality is hateful. _ 

The greater part, in the mean time, flattered - 
themſelyes with n hope —_ 
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( 14 ) 

rulers and ſuperiors, who, in adjuſting dif. 
putes, if they wiſh to at as honeſt men, can 
unfortunately decide only in favour of. one 
pariy, would be ſubjected to wholeſome dil- 
Cipline by the French invaſion, They alrea- 
dy enjoyed in idea the delicious pleaſure of 
ſeeing court favourites, who, in the ſmalleſt 
as well as the greateſt courts, ſeldom have the 

ood wiſhes of the ſubjects, repaid in a ſeven- 
old manner for their miſdeeds. | | 
- The country people never ſo much. as 
dreamed that the arrival of their ſuppoſed de- 
liverers would bring upon them any calamity ; 
or, at leaſt, they imagined that Jourdan 
alluded to them in his proclamation, non 
rendered uſeleſs, when he — The peace- 
able, well - diſpoſed inhabitants of theſe di- 
ſtricts are not the objects of our vengeance; 
as peaceable ſpectators they have nothing to 
fear. We have no deſign. againſt their laus, or 
the religion in which they have been educated. 
Their property ſhall not be deſtroyed, nor 
ſhall their houſes be burnt. If they remain 
by their flocks, without taking any part in 
the events of the war, they may with confi- 
dence rely on the protection of all the chiefs 
of the army.“ All the officers both of ſu- 
perior and inferior rank were enjoined to 
maintain the ſtricteſt diſcipline; and promiſes 
were made, that every individual who. ſhould 
dare to plundes. or ill treat the mn, 

a wou 


( 5 ) 
would be puniſhed. with the utmolt;ſeverity. 
What had they to fear if they remained peace- 
ably in their dwellings? * Oe WET 


ENTRANCE or THE FRENCH TROOPS INTO 
THE CIRCLE OF FRANCONIA, ' 1) 


ON the 21ft and 22d of July, the diviſion 
of Le Fevre, the advanced_guard of which 
was commanded by general Mortier, entered 
the Franconian territories. A part of the 
army which followed filed off by Hammel- 
burg to Schweinfurt, and another marched 
along the Maine to Wirzburg. 

The chafſeurs immediately ſcoured the 
country in troops, and in all the villages de- 
manded proviſions, carriages, &c. z-yet if they 
received a few dozens of carolinesꝰ would 
go and dine at the diſtance of ſome miles, but 
they generally returned in a little time to pro- 
cure freſh recruits, However fierce -theſe 
gentry might ſcem at firſt, they ſoon aſſumed a 
more friendly aſpect, when they beheld a few 
hard dollars, whych in France were birds very 
ſeldom to be caught. From that moment 
every village became like an exchange- ank; 
and while theſe money-hunters enquired only 
after burgomaſters and crowns, the peaſants 
neyer ſo much as ſhrugged up their ſhoulders, 


In value about one guinea each. 


iii 
* 


bourhood of Bucholt, Schnakenwerth and 


The much-to-be- pitted inhabſtants, diſtreſſed 


property, and abandoned the reſt to the ene- 
my. 


The ſcene, however, was ſoon changes 
when the infantry marched in. Their ürſt 
encampment in Franconia was in the neigh- 


i 
if 
h 


Schweinfurt. The diviſion of Le Fevre, 
by their licentiouſneſs, ſoon got a moſt” diſk. 
graceful-charafter ; and the peaſants, who in 
confidence of the French magnanimity re- 
mained peaceably-in their dwellings, began to 
open their eyes; and they ſoon perceived that 
Jourdan, by bis fine proclamation, had com- 
pletely outwitted th | . 


0 a . 
* a , ; 


FRENCH INFANTRY—THEIR BEHAVIOUR IN: 
"hs ab THE COUNTRY, 

THOSE diftrifts through which the Frencli 
infantry paſſed were completely plundered, 


anditerrified by marauders, with whom as well 
as commiſſaries the French army ſwarmed, 
betook themſelves to flight with part of theit 


i&nals and drink were the firſt things 

that the foor ſoldiers required in their paſſage; . 
bur money was the firft thing that they 

ſearched for. Every article, however, was 
varried away that they could ſtow among their 
or wear on their backs. i 

he places which ſuffered moſt were thoſe 

1 . n 
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hotrid of an cher 'of wit prevailed 


Foxctst's #LUYWSER HO, "Day afar 6 
was money extortec frotn the” peop . — : oF 
were oppreſſed with ĩnſo 
in ſome party depfi fived of all their — 
openly . — relled on the moſt 
ſolemn promi ef p — nde en 
by the command 8 
lages near my habitation; 
atound Ar Werne — — 
were 10 this fate at the comenca- 
ment of the invafion; Firſt came the do- 
meſties from tlie neigtwouting camp" for the 


—— fetching nder thee! = 
ce they — inks? whe howſes, auch, 
—— with: poviligtis, Saen off 
kitchen utenſũs and veſſels they laid er 


Nds en f Ae G de bh ö 
viſiting every apartment and corner, however 
nick. was map Ave or given to them. | 
owners, after being ſeverely beat, Tod cies 
the door ſhut in their faces, and helpleſs in- 
valids were obliged to quit their beds in order 
that they might be? ſearched. - Some of 
them, mere civil than the teſt, you the- 
ſick to tenivye to one cotner of the bed till 
the bed-ftkraw/ was examined; hut others 
without ceremony tie them upon the hard 
| ground. 


1 (7 18. 7 | 

ground. Doors, cheſts, and boxes, if locked, 
were burſt open with ſuch expedition as 
wauld , haye, done honour to a Cartouche, 
During this ravage the people at Semmerſdorf 
thought to protect their property by ſhowing 


ta the ſoldiers general Jourdan's proclamation; 


but as ſoon as it was preſented, they tote it to 
pieces and then returned it to the owner. 
If the firſt party were ſatisfied with the 
money, bread, fleſh, wine, beer, &c. which 
they had found, the ſecond, intoxicated with 
the liquor, became more ſtrict in their ſearch, 
examined every corner at more. leiſure and 
wich more care; and indemniſied themſelves 
with clothes and linen. The 
the pooreſt peaſant, if they could cover na- 
kedneſs, were not deſpiſed. Wells were em 
tied of their water; ponds were | drained; 


8 . 


dunghills, and ſewers were raked; ſtables and 


. 
= 


cellars were dug up, and graves were 


in the church-yards and the dead bodies 
ſearched, as was the caſe with that of the. wife 


of the clergyman of Mainſtok, who had been 
buried a little before at Oberndorf, and thoſe 
of ſeveral children newly interre. 
I the third party found every thing al- 

ready cleared, they attacked the furniture, 


and particularly beds. The feathers were 


made the ſport of the winds; and wooden 
articles, as was the caſe at Moſbach, were 
publicly committed to the flames, Whatever 


even of 


S250 © =>» 2 — yy 8 BMA. coma. . ³· ww 2 255 


SG SP 


{1 of bread or a drop of liquor. 


PIES as T7: 5 = N rr AE. Ri 


( 49 ) 
was fit to be carried away, or appeared in 
the leaſt ſerviceable, was packed into carts 
or wheel barrows ; and the eee Awn- 
ers, willing or not willing, were to 
attend the ene ot them to — 
where, as a reward for their ſervice, were 
ſtripped of their ſhoes and every part of their 
del worth ta The infantry carried 
their licentiouſneſs ſo far, that they ſpoiled 
and Ne totally unfic for the poſſeſſors 
ſuch thi they themſelves cauld not make 
uſe of. 2 villages which bad been 
thus viſited, and which lay contiguous to 
each other, there was not left a ſi mor- 
n other 
places the plunderers let the wine * out in- 

to the cellars, waſbed their horſes with itz 
and, in ſhort, treated it as a young ſtudent 
a the univerſity does his firſt draft, Which he 
imagines a ſource. that can 'never be exhauſt- 
ed. He is, however, but. too ſoon-convinted 
of his error — Many country people of 
conſiderable could ſave no more of 
. AE» 
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backs. 
In many villages, 
ſtrangled ſuch — as: they 


off or uſe, ſeveral they —_— till — blood 

guſhed from them; and others, to ſho their. 

mereys they only. gebe ue In this — | 
any. 


I 
| 8 

che village of Zell, belonging to Schweinfun, 
loſt a great many cattle. 1 
In ſome places, which perhaps had been fix 
different times a prey to plunderers, the 
French ſoldiers, inſpired by brutal paſſions, 
were guilty of the moſt horrid exceſſes. Some 
of Championet's people committed deteſtable 
crimes in the public ſtreets, without the lealt 
ſenſe of ſhame or decency—A melancholy 
oof how ſunk in vice the 'French ſoldiers 
muſt be! In moſt places which they plun- 
dered, they indulged alſo in offering 


.- -OPEN VIOLENCE 'TO TRE WOMEN, nor 
was regard paid to age, the perſon's ſtate of 
health, or to the place. At Niederwehrn, the 
firſt houſe oppoſite the camp wasthe Jew ta- 
vern, and, on the firſt viſit of the 'infantry, 
that dirty manſion was crowded with object: 
truly pitiable. What a treat for the luſtful 


to them as agreeable a theatre for their 
amours as the obſcureſt corner. In other 
places, women in the ſtraw were not even 

d, and many ſuch unfortunate victim 
to brutal luſt did not long ſurvive their 
ſhame. Fathers and brothers, when they 
attempted to deliver their female | relations, 
were inhumanly mangled ; fot theſe unmanly 
rutfians were often ſurrounded by their com- 
panions 
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the requiſition made at: Bamberg of all: the 


earneſt. eee ect Feeds ene 4 


(() 


panions armedamith 'Hrawh ſwords os i intimi- 
date the refilting objddt! into compliance, and 
keep in hr defenders. 1 
treaties were of no avail, ae 
nothi could enſure iſafety c. peedysflight. 
A — duging 5 
Schweinfurt, attacked eyery woman ithat 
h to fall in. his 1 13 Fan, 
. — — bim — 
when 4 tothim to pr 
deliver his: daughter who had beeni ll Men, 
geplied, . care trifles, which. the 
— 3 be overlooked. 
for a general to entertain ſuah das, 
and ſtill more to expreſa them. wich iſu much 


appear to have thought with more yarlf 


females come to maturity — — 


to him : it a8, however, commonly reported 
in: the aboye thaod, that four young 


girls were ſeized for: the fervice of this per- 


alone. At) Schweinlurt alſo, oneMitule 
e ordets to procure cHο 1 females for 
his own! private uſe. Had this order bern 
iſſued in jeſt, he would certainly — — 
clared ſo; when: be: ſaw: it: 


alſo 
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SaAckirrer. The French: ſoldiers had go 
other god than their bellies. When the pious 
Franconian peaſants called to heaven for pro- 
tection, they laughed; and when the latter 
prayed, they broke out into the maſt horrid 
imprecations. When the paſtor of Kraut- 
heim, after being tormented almoſt to death 
by ſome French ſoldiers, who had taken 4p 
their quarters in his houſe, could hold out 90 
longer, he graſped the handle of the axe, and 
ſaid ſoftly, I know I muſt die, but let me 
| firſt repeat a pater naſter. They immediate- 
ly replied, © Sh—t upon your pater mien“ 
Such was the decency of thoſe by whom he 
was ſurrounded. — But how could one expect 
from people deſtitute of religion the -ſmalleſt 
_ reſpe& for any religious act? The 
part of the French army was compoſed of men 
who had been catholics : a few only of them 
were jews'or proteſt ants. Never did a multi- 
tude conſiſting of three different religious ſecis 
| fo perfectly agree in their ſentiments ; they 
had no chaplains of any perſuaſion,” neither 
catholic, proteſtant, nor jew, to preach up to- 
leration. Such characters in the French ar- 
my were not known. It they now for the 
firſt time found paſture, it may be ſaid that 
they were really a berd ready to devour it. 
Whether ſynagogues were prophaned | do not 
know; but the Lutheran:and catholic churches * 
were treated with the utmoſt * The IN bead 
ormer | 


CY 
=y 


GU EP ES ITUASETES I SRSREASSSr EANPTESEY 


. 23 ) 


formpr in compariſon of the litter tire always. 


poor, and their riches” in ornaments: prop. 
tionably ſmall.” There were, however, in both, 
communion - cups, coverings for tile altars, 
and dreſſes for the clergymen. All theſe the 
plunderers carried along with them, even hen 
they were only tattered rags; and the bag 
employed to collect alms for the poor was not 
left behind, if it had on it only a wmpus® bf 
— wo ſome places che orga, bn account 
perhaps of the inequality of the pipes, were 
— to pieces. In other churches the 
wine caſk or brandy keg was poſted in the 


chancel upon the altar, while the company 


made merry and ſmoked their pipes around it. 
In the churches of the catholics th y obſerved 


no bounds as mortal enemies to their religion. 


The heads of faints and images were ſtruck 
off by their ſabres ; * crucifixes by theſe arch- 
puritans were converted into ornaments; they 
trod under foot the conſecrated hoſt ; ſtole 
cups, offerings, ſhrines, &c: 3 and filled the 
tabernacle with ordure.— How they thought 
as catholics in regard to the practices of he 
catholic religion, may be ſeen by a ſingle in- 
ſtance. "A clergyman' at Dippach, near Pro- 
— who had _ — \ ate 
is houſe, was obliged to ſay maß to 
while they were at choner.” Another time they 
* An ornament like the glory ſeen in prints atound! 
heads of ſaints; Tyan A 5 EI. D 
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cite very. little ſuſpicion of their being poſ- 

ſeſſed of riches, I ſhall give only the following „ . 
inſtances on the confines of Franconia- Mie- 

lich, the clergyman at Höllerich, was one of 


the firſt that were not only plundered, but 
obliged to fly from their habitations. A like 


r 


gene attended Schuſsler, the clergyman at Ob- 
oe bach, Diez at Krautheim, Lembler at Zeilita- q 
Nt, beim, and Merk at Oberndorf. Greis, at 
der Zell, driven from his houſe and home t 
ate, ther with his family, among whom was a child 
peu not fix months old, wandered about five days 
bein a foreſt, till at length general Le Fevre 
W- ent a chaſſeur in ſearch of him, and had him. 
a ately conducted to Schweinfurt. A noble 
ble Wcraic, were it not ſomewhat obſcured by the 
.nand made from the congregation at Zeil- 
A f two carolines per head, which was at length 
cap W(atisfied by a few dollars. A foot ſoldier fired 
lis piece at Feghelm, the clergyman at Nie- 
poll Wderwehrn, the ball paſſing clole to his head, 
aß becauſe he had the boldn-1s. to look out at a 
von vindow; and the ſame clergyman reccived a 
blos from a chaſſour with a piſtol, by which 
ddede was knocked down, and was beſides plun- 


lered like the reſt of his brethren. Very feu 
atholic or Lutheran clergy in the whole diſ- 
ict eſcaped without the ſacrifice of a few ca- 


rolines.— To theſe evils were added the re- 7 
i eated quartering of loldicrs and inſupporta- 5 | 
ee requiſitions, - - | | 


Wi. CAMP 


W203, 
CAM OF THE INFANTRY NEAR SCHWEINFPRT, 


IHE oppreſſion under which the country. 
people groaned, while they daily experienced 
new calamities, was increaſed by the ſlow-pro. 
greſs of the army. | 

The bluſtering of the marauders who! beſet 
the place where I reſided, rendered it almoſt 
impoſſible to comply properly with the terms 
of any requiſition, Some of the officers, pol. 
ſeſſed of more humanity than the reſt, convin- 
ced themſelves, by becoming eye. witneſſes of 
the ſhameful conduct of the cavalry, who, 
when they could find no other excuſe for ex- 
torting carolines, pretended that they wanted 
quarters for a regiment of horſe. Two of 
theſe gentry one day fell upon this expedient, 
and treated like ſtreet · boys ſome officers of in- 
fantry, who were then preſent, and who as 
men of honour repreſented to them the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of their conduct; till at laſt, af- 
ter ſome difficulty, they retired, venting hor 
rid threats and imprecations. This circum- 
ſtance, however, procured me the pleaſute 
of viſiting, in company with theſe officers, 
the camp of the infantry. I rejoiced in hay- 
ing this opportunity of converſing with gene- 
ral Grenier, whoſe character was highly ex- 
tolled in our neighbourhood, and truſted that 
my requeſt, to have a guard of ſafety, would 


be complied with, I was confirmed in i 
idea 


Cn) N 
idea by the adjutant major Jacot, an intelli- 
gent young man, and his friend Bauſſein; but 
they adviſed me, for the ſake of avoiding de- 
lay, to addreſs myſelf immediately to colonel 
Mercier, chef de brigade, to whom I was 
conducted. He accompanied me himſelf to 
the commanding officer, who was ſtill in bed 
(it was then five in the morning), but wha 
immediately returned me a favourable anſwer. 
obtained fourteen men as a guard of ſafety, 
under the command of a worthy ſubaltern; 
who, however, on account of a regiment of 
cavalry entering the place, were not of ſo 
much ſervice to the ſpot for which they were 
deſtined, as to two others where they took up 
their ſtation. ; 

Few tents were to be ſeen in the whole camp 
The common men as well as the officers lay 
upon the bare ground, and ſeemed to enjoy 
ſound. repoſe, notwithſtanding the wetneſs of 
the weather. Many had conſtructed for them- 
ſelves huts of the branches of trees, and others 
had taken ſhelter under the hedges. The offi- 
cers were wrapped up in their blue cloaks, 

Towards noon the camp appeared quite 
alive, The ſoldiers ſmoked their pipes appa- 
rently with much ſatisfaction, and aſſembled 
around the fire, near which ſtood kettles with 
fleſh not much calculated to create an appetite, 
and pots filled with half-ripe potatoes prepared 
for their dinner. In another place might be 

he B 2 ſeen 


; | 1 
Jn is SAL * 4 — 


ſeen a crowd collected around a pair of colors 


00-3 


erected amidſt the ſinging of hymns, accom- 
panied with the fife and drum. The rabble, 
who thronged to fee this ceremony, ſeemed 


to be highly delighted. 


The whole corps was compoſed chiefly of 
raw young men, the greater part of whom 
had a ſtriking, and many an engaging appear- 
ance, Moſt of them, indeed, bore in their 
countenances the evident impreſſion of want, 
fatigue, and diſſipation ; but nothing could 
reſtrain their jollity. As I was accompanied 
by an officer, they ſuffered me to paſs without 
much obſervation; but I remarked, in all of 
them, a certain air of haughtineſs, which 
perhaps ought to be the charaQeriſtic of free. 
men, and which in them was the more natural, 
as they could aſcribe their ſucceſs, in the face 
of a brave army, to their perſevering courage; 
for the French infantry ſtood their ground fo 


well in battle, and attacked with ſo much im- 


petuoſity, that the cavalry beſtowed on them 
the honourable appellation of Romans. 

They afſembled with much curioſity around 
the tent in which I was, and liſtened while 


we were talking of the country they had to 


march through before they could arrive on 
the banks of the Danube. But they ſeemed 
to be highly aſtoniſhed when they heard how 
far they ſtill were from the term of their 
wiſhes, and that the diſtance _— _ 
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don and Vienna,. which they imagined to be 
only a little way beyond the firſt town, as ſo 

rest. 1 fy Nl ABR DAR (871 
ble, , No. leſs was my aſtoniſnment when I atten- 
ned tively ſurveyed their equipment.. Often did 
| I remark that the officers were totally unpro 
vided with baggage; and I could not, | theres 
fore, altogether condemn their conduct, when 
they exchanged their tattered | rags. for | 
clean ſhirts and handkerchiefs. But, how- 
ever pitiable their appearance, ſtill worſe was 
the ſituation of the common. ſoldiers, who, 
though they bad aſſiſted in plundering-ſo ma- 
ny places from the Rhine to the Maine, were 
ſcarcely. able to cover their nakedneſs. The 
greater part of them had no ſhirts; their ſhoes 
were miſerably torn ;. and with regard to ſtocks 
ings, theſe were. ſeldom to- be found even 
amongſt the officers. Large pieces of their 
regimentals hung down in tatters, and the trow- 
ſers they had on their legs were merely frag- 
ments, Nothing but their arms was in that con- 
dition in which it ought to have been. Upon 
one of their chiefs I obſerved a check ſhirty 
which, in all probability, had formed the bed. 
covering of ſome Franconian peaſant. The 
earneſtneſs with which I examined his linen 
did not eſcape his notice; and he began to de- 
monſtrate the advantages of ſuch a ſhirt, with _ 
the ſame humorous air asthat with whichthe Eu. 
gliſh actor Foote praiſed his wooden leg, in te 

| 83 Lame 
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Lame Lover. Of the Imperial cavaliy they 
ſpoke. with reſpett: of the emperor, his 


rals and miniſters, however, the officers talk 


ed with as much indecency as abuſive vixens, 


whoſe ſcandalous tales bring moſt diſgrace 


on themſelves. If Jourdan, at the table of x 
lady of rank, demeaned himſelf fo much as to 


k contemptuouſly of the retreat of the Auſ- 
trians, and to magnify his on. victory, why 
fhould not the ſame liberty be allowed to ſub. 
alterns? | (93 © "203.0050 " 
The camp was eſtabliſhed on a moſt beau- 


tiful meadow, in the neighbourhood of Wein- 
bergen. The corn was trodden under foot; 
the fruit- trees in the adjacent diſtri were cut 
down to conſtruct huts; the vines were rob- 


bed of their ſupports; and whole plantations 
were ruined to obtain a paltry ſhelter from the 
wind and the weather. The furrounding parks 
and plantations were expoſed to the like devaſ- 
tation; and theſe. were as offenſive to the eye, 


as the unſufferable ſtench occaſioned by the 


vicinity of the place where the cattle were 
ſlaughtered, and on which the entrails of ſome 
thouſands of oxen lately killed might be ſeen 
careleſsly ſcattered about, was to the organs 
of ſmell. This ſtench was till increaſed by 
the multitude of putrid carcaſes, the remains 
of cattle that had dropped down by the way, 
and the abominable effluvia of the ſoldiers, 
which together occaſioned a ſmell paſt all de- 

\ | ſcription, 
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ſcription. | The place in which infantry had 
been, might be ſmelt before one approached 
it; and apartments where ſuch unclean gueſts 
had remained only a few hours; were, for a 
long time, impregnated with a peſtilential va- 

our. bo Mid 
f Among theſe Romans, one could live in the 
neat tents of the officers much more agreeably 
than in the villages, which were eyery hour 
viſited by money-hunters and foragers. Ma- 


ny of the plundered peaſants came therefore 


to the camp ſome of them compelled: by: 
hunger —and there received from their plun- 
derers the tendereſt marks of friendſhip, and 


returned to their homes with full bellies, and 


highly exhilarated with liquor. It was, hoWw- 


ever, neceſſary for them to avoid appearing 
in clean clothes, elſe they were in danger ot 


being forced to go back puris naturalibus k. As 


ſoon. as the peaſant was reduced to the ſtate of - - 


equality, the fierceſt volunteer conſidered him 


as his brother and companion. By ſo {mall a 


cauſe may the molt inveterate enemy. be cons, 
verted into a friend! et 


. BAD STATE OF THE INFANTRY, - 
IF one ſeriouſly reflects on the. miſerable. 
condition of theſe Romans, it will be ſeen that 
* Stark naked, Ir. 1 4100 
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they were, in ſome meaſure, compelled to their 
ſhameful behaviour, | + 


A SOLDIER WILL AND MUST LIVE,—[n 
Franeonia it neither rains manna nor quails, 
and the eſtabliſhment of magazines was neyer 
fo much as thought of. It was neceſfary that 


this great deficiency ſhould be ſupplied by res 


1 and the commiſſaries were ſo care- 
}, that of theſe the plus fell into their own 
pockets, and the minus or nibil into thoſe of 
the troops. The cavalry knew how to ſecure 
_ themſelves from famine in the quarters where 
they were cantoned; but the encamped infan- 


m the neareft villages, or, what is always more 
agreeable to the li 
however, the ſoldiers were in no want, as the ar- 
mies were followed by large droves of cattle, 
Diſeafe, indeed, carried off more of them than 
were ſlaughtered; but freſh recruits were dai- 
ly arriving io reinforce the horned corps; for 


every yoke that appeared was inftantly ſeized, 


and hurried off to join the army. A want of 

bread was much more common. Before the 
arrival of the army at Schweinturt, the troops, 
through the neglect of the commiſſary, were 
. obliged to march two days without a ſingle 
morlel. The want of utenſils for cooking was 
always one of the firſt inducements to their 
entering the villages by force; and as the 
W | hoped- 


try were obliged to make arbitrary requiſitions ' 
rtine, to ſteal. Of fleſh, - 
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(139 ) | 
hoped-for ſtreams of milk and honey had not 
yet been found in our unhallowed boundaries, 
it is not to be wondered at, if theſe thirſty 
ſouls ſought in cellars for other ſprings to com- 
fort their hearts, drown their cares, and in- 
ſpire them with courage amidſt their dangers. 
Ignorance of the language of the country 
made the French more uncivil; and ignorance / 
of the French tongue rendered the peaſants: 
more unfortunate than they would have been 
could they have under ſtood each other. This 
mutual ignorance of the languages added in- 
deed, in many reſpects, to the ſufferings of 
ſome 'villages ; but I will not take upon me 
to aſſert that the peaſants, even had they been 
able to talk French, could have ſecured them 
ſclves from plundering and bad uſage. _ 


A $OLDIER WILL HAVE MONEY.—Accord- 
ing to the acknow nt of many officers, 
the army of the Sambre and the Meuſe had 
not received a ſingle farthing from France for 
three years. T his general want of was 
ſufficiently apparent. A few florins were re- 
ceived monthly for the ſupport of the ſtaff; but 
the pockets of the ſubalterns were failed with 
mandats, which were as little reliſhed and as 
impaſlable in the holy Roman empire ay in 
France; and the common men were gratified 
weekly. with a few pence, which, in a manner, 
amounted to nothing, - The coffers of the 

3 | Fran- 
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Franconian peaſants were indeed ſurer and 
more productive ſources than all the declining 
finances of the French republic. Money ! was 
always the watchword of the French, who could 
ſmell out the moſt ſecret repoſitory with as 
much certainty as the ſtauncheſt pointer can 


game; and, like the moſt inſatiable oppreſſor, 
they ſtill endeavoured to extort more, the more 


they found people willing to give them. 


A SOLDIER WILL HAVE CLOATHING,- 
But, where was this to be found while the 
French finances were declining, and while the 
commiſſaries diſcharged their duty as unfaith- 
ful ſtewards? * Seek, and ye ſhall find,” ſaid 


the ſoldier; and he embraced the firſt oppor-. 


tunity of ſupplying his want of clothes by fill 
ing both his hands. The article if fit for uſe 
was immediately put on ; the baize petticoat 
in a few hours was converted into pantaloons, 
and the fragments left were converted into mo- 
ney. At auctions of this kind, which were 
held often at the camp in optima forma“, peo- 
ple, if they had ſufficient courage, might have 
purchaſed many excellent things for a very 
imall ſum. Beſides, a ſoldier hates economy; 
for his motto generally is, * Let each day pro- 
vide for itſelf,” Money excepted, what he 
cannot ule at the moment he conſiders of no 
value, In all probability he ſuppoſed the 

In due form, | | 


Franconian 
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( 35 ) | 
Franconian peaſants to be people of the like 
way of thinking, and took to ſupply his b]wn 
wants what he conſidered as ſuperfluities to 
theſe ruſtics. But in this diviſion. partialit 
prevailed as much as in every other faunde 
on the right of the ſtronger; and the e ba 


was often left in ſuch a condition that he ha- 


ſcarcely wherewith to cover his nakedneſs, 
People of property, after being robbed of their 
money, went about begging for ſhoes, as there 
was a great ſcarcity of leather; and the rich 
might be ſeen going to the neighbouring vil- 
lages to fetch a few Joaves of breddG. 
Famiſhed by the tender care of their com- 
miſiaries; exhauſted by forced marches, if 
not naked, almoſt in rags z without bag: 
gage and without tents; the French ſoldiers 
entered Franconia, the inhabitants of which 
would have overlooked the mode of 18 — 
neceſſaries in the time of war, had violence 
been employed with moderation: but they 
were incenſed by this alone, that, notwith- 
ſtanding Jourdan's proclamation, they ſaw 
themſelves moſt ſhamefully robbed, and treated 
with the utmoſt cruelty; that the troops forci- 
bly violated their women as well as committed 
lacrilege ; and that theſe plunderers, through 
wanton exttavagance, ſpoiled and deſtroyed 
what they could not uſe, ſo that the owners 


were not able to ſave any thing, 
B 6 45 
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14D DISCIPLINE OF THE FRENCH TROOPS, 


SUCH horrid crimes, which inſulted man. 
hood: and human nature, might certainly have 
been reſtrained, had Jourdan the commander 
in chief kept his word in earneſt. But, un- 
doubtedly he never ſeriouſly meant to exer- 
ciſe ſtrict diſcipline, No civiliſed army of 
modern times was ever worſe diſciplined than 

that of the French in general. The infantry, 
in this point, exceeded all the reſt : but where 
could theſe learn better morals ? A great part 
of their officers were as poor and deſtitute of 
every thing as the common men, and enter- 
tained ſuch vulgar ideas that, inſtead of check- 
ing, the ſpirit of plunder, they much rather 
encouraged it. For, had the caſe been other- 
wiſe, how is it poſſible that a horde of foot 
foldiers, furniſhed with lights, lanterns, and 
torches, could have left the camp in the night- 
time, and forced their way into the-villages ? 
If deputies from the places which had been 
plundered ſolicited for protection in future 
againſt the like misfortunes, they were ei- 
ther told that they had applied to the wrong 
| rigs or were diſmiſſed with an evaſive an- 
| Twer and compliments. Many of the officers 

were much more uncultivated than thoſe 
commanded ; and, to ſpeak the truth, were 
often far harder-hearted. Of this, as it is the 
proper place, I ſhall here relate one remark - 


able 


pew „ «a. 
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able inſtance. From ſuch men how coul@Þ 
one expect good behaviour, good diſcipline, 
or good order; and how was it to be fup- 
poſed that they ſhould demean themſelves 
better than the moſt vulgar blackguard ? 
Garnier, an officer grown gray in the ſervice, 
and captain of the 67th half brigade, came 
one day to Euerbach, and demanded 1200 
pounds of bread, which were be diſpatched 
that moment to the camp. On a repreſenta- 
tion being made, that it was impoſlible to com- 
ply with this demand, bur that whatever was 
ready ſhould be ſent off directly, and the reſt 
in the courſe of two days, which would be ne- 
ceſſary to grind the corn and bake the bread— 
provided captain Garnier would place a guard 
of ſafety at the mill, that the corn, before it 
was ground, might not be carried away for 
fodder by the French cavalry - Mr. Geyers- 
bach the bailiff was immediately arreſted by 
the captain's command, in order to be con- 
'veyed ro the camp. As he was conducted 
through the place, the whole diſtrict aſſem- 
bled ; and this, in all probability, induced the 
importunate and arb:trary warrior to —_ | 
a propoſal made to him of delivering t 
1200 pounds of bread in the courſe of a few 
days. Incenſed at his treatment, Mr. 
ersbach, who was now at liberty, made his 
complaint in perſon to general Grenier, by 


whom he was handſomely! received, and who 
deſired 


11 


defired him to inform captain Garnier how 
much he diſapproved of his conduct, and to 
add, that he ſhould anſwer with his head for 
the ſmalleſt exceſs that might be committed 
by the party under his command. The ge- 
neral well knew that the Mark of Euerbach 
had ſuffered nothing by the French invaſion, 
and that the town of Euerbach had been hi. 
therto mildly treated, becauſe the people 
had behaved well to the French: and the 
order brought by Mr. Geyersbach to captain 
Garnier rendered him completely ſubmiſſive. 
This man, who before had been à terror 


Wherever he appeared, now kept himſelf and 


his people quiet, and obſerved ſtrict diſcipline. 
As the commune at his departure preſented 
him with two carolines, that the carriages ſent 
to tranſport the bread might be returned, he 
gave a certificate, though he had received only 
700 pounds of bread, that he had received more 
than 1 200, and aſſured his commanding officer 
Pouton, that at Euerbach there was no more 

white bread to be procured. - Fa 
It was ouly ſome of the better diſpoſed that 
were able, though with the utmoſt difficulty, 
to confine their ſoldiers within proper bounds. 
When a ceilar was to be ſtormed, and de- 
fenceleſs men to be arrelted or ill treated, none 
were more obedient than the French ſoldiers. 
A licutenant once was ſo fortunate as to pre- 
vent his pcople trom forcing their way into a 
reſpect- 
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reſpectable houſe in which they ſuppoſed there 
was wine, but not without great exertion as 
well as ſelf · denial. He was obliged to em- 
ploy much perſuaſion, and to refuſe himſelf 
the refreſhment. of quenching his thirſt, before 
he could induce his turbulent crew to retutn 
to their quarters, | LEM 

The French ſoldiers were acquainted with 
only two puniſhments—arreſt, and that of be- 
ing ſhot, Caning has been entirely baniſhed, 
It we conſider the ſoldier as he ought to be 
a man of honour—ſlaviſh beating might be 
diſpenſed with. But if we conſider him as 
he really is, the diſcipline of the corporal's 
cane, as exerciſed in the Imperial and other: 
European armies, does not deſerve thoſe terms 
of reproach which were continually beſtowed 
on it by the French officers. -Caning indeed 
has not yet been wholly excluded from among 
military puniſhments, however much may 
have been written againſt it; becauſe of- 
fenders as they are commonly deſcribed or 
painted are quite different beings from what 
they are in real hfe. Thus has the puniſh- 
ment of death been again introduced where 
it had been for ſome time laid aſide, becauſe 
the unformed man is totally a different being 
from the ideal: and if the French armies, in 
the courſe of t me, behave as ill in France as 
they did in Germany, we ſhall perhaps ſee the 


old method once more adopted among * 
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This return, however, to the beaten path can. 
not be expected as long as the French ſoldiers 
take-up their abode in the country of an ene- 
my : no attentive obſerver wilt hope for better 
diſcipline among the French troops, as long 
as the officers pay more ref; to the com- 
mon men than they pay to them. A lantern 
hanging befcre general Bernardotte's quarters 
was ſhiyered to pieces at midnight by a ſhot 
fired at it by the ſentry. The noiſe alarmed 
the whole houſe ; and when the general ap- Nu 
peared among the reſt, he only lnughed, and WW ti 
the ſoldier excuſed himſelf by-ſaying that it N cc 
was an accident. One of colonel Mercier's tic 
attendants, in a drunken frolic, attacked the ch 
maſter of the houſe with his naked ſword ; and 
an officer having parried the blow, he only 
became more violent. The apology made 
for this aſſault was, You fee the man is in- 
toxicated. A dragoon of the 1 1th regiment 
received a mortal ſtab under the left ' breaſt 
from a cannoneer. Another was cut in the 
left arm by one of inferior rank: and their 
puniſhment was—a ſhort arreſt. Some of the 
infantry at Schweinfurt mangled each other fo 
that the floor ſtreamed with theit blood. Their 
captain, who lodged in the neighbourhood, 
was called, and made his appearance; but, 
though the culprits behaved in a brutal and 
inſolent manner, the affair was overlooked. 
From theſe initances it is ſufficiently 
ent 


1 
5 
r 
5 
* 
n 
Ss 
It 
d 
a 
it 
4 
he 
nd 
ly 
de 
n- 
nt 
alt 
the 
eit 
the 
{0 
eit 
od, 
ut, 
and 
vi- 
ent 


( 4r ) 
dent how little the officers were reſpeRed; 


and with what indifference the common = 
diers beheld military puniſhment. 


WRETCHED CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY 
PEOPLE. 


ALL chat the peaſants could do when in 
vſed, was to thoſe who had makreated 
them ſent to priſon, But to whom could they 
complain? To their ns in devaſta- 
tion, who would have ed at them * To tha 
chaſſeurs, who would have driven them back 
v their habitations? To the ſabaherns, who 

vhen applied to diſmiſſed them with evaſive 
anſwers ? T 0 the ſtaff-officers, who on account 
of thoſe who ſurrounded them were inacceſ= 
ible? To the generals on the ſpot -A 
fondneſs for liquor, to which many — 
and unfortunately ſevera | general, were 
ſtrongly attached, prevented many — 
good from doing their duty, and rendered the 
dad worſe. Many generals, who when ſober 
were humane, became when intoxicated mere 
brutes, and favoured or permitted, and were 
even themſelves guilty of, the moſt ſcan- 
dalous actions. 
When the inhabitants of Maibach had 
been ill · treated and plundered, what did they 
recover 
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recover of their linen, which a ſtaff. officer 
promiſed Would be returned to them e. 
thing. | 
Murders even were committed yl thel 


ayaricious robbers ! On theſe occaſions, had 


policy permitted the moſt humane of ail the 
Fe the worthy Grenier, or the actise 
umuy, to purſue that courſe which juſtice 
dictated, that is, to cauſe the murderers to be 
ſhot, what would have been the conſequence? 
In ſuch a great undertaking the French army 
could not be too numerous, and the further it 
advanced- it muſt ſtill become weaker :- the 
Imperialiſts, on the other hand, the _ they 
retreated muſt become ſtill tron As 
long, therefore, as men did not — up 
from the earth like muſhrooms, prudente 
required that the lives of men ſhould be 
ared, 
7 From the one extreme, that of beivg ſhot 
the French ſoldiers therefore had nothing-10 
fear; and the other, that of being arreſted, 
was to them a trifle. - There was no medium. 


What then could an officer do, had his intev- 


tions been ever ſo good? At the moſt he 
could only prevent irregularities where po 
fible, by depriving the ſoldiers of any oppot- 
tunity to indulge in them ; and this, indeed, 


was {ometiines the caſe. Le Fevre's diviſion 


had arrived at Gelterſheim, and the inhabi- 


tants were in miſcrable expectation of a like 
fate 
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fate as had befallen many places in the n 4 x 
bourhood : but the 'officers, who were well 
acquainted with thoſe they- commanded, did 


not ſuffer a ſingle man to enter the village. 
1d They ordered them to halt before it, and to be 
the WW ſupplied with victuals and drink. For this they 
ive Wil required by way of contribution a few hun- 
ice N dred dollars, which were paid with great 
be readineſs. Notwithſtanding this ſtrict prohi- 
e? bition, ſome ſoldiers ſtole ſingly into the place, 
my and committed a few exceſſes; but as ſoon 
r it as the officers were informed of it, they ex- 
the erted themſelves with the utmoſt diſpatch to 
ey drive out the unclean ſpirits. With theſe 
As chirſters after blood, however, entreaties were 
up of no avail. © It was neceſſary to employ the 
nee ſabre, and wounds were given and received 
be before the people could be delivered from 
their oppreſſors. „H e l 01 
ot, At the ſame time ſome chaſſeurs had en- 
to camped on the other five of the village, and 
ed, ic was neceſſary that theſe alſo ſhould be ſup- 
m. plied with proviſions. After jiome hours an 
20- ¶ order arrived for their decamping: but not- 
he WY withſtanding this order the greater part of 


ol them remained behind; and as ſoon as they 
o conjectured that all their officers were gone 
ed, from che place, they entered it one after the 
on other for the purpole of procuring a tew caro- 
bi- WF lines, till the. burgomaſter at length ſtopped 
ke payment, As they inſiſted on his procuring 
Ne | TS more 


„ 
more money, he repreſented to them that 
was not able, and told them, with as much 
civility as poſſible, that he ſhould be under 
the n ceſſity of applying to the reſt of the magiſ. 
trates for protection. To this the chaſſeun 
had noth eng to lay, The burgomaſter how. 
ever gave them to underitand, that in theſe 
diſtricts it was cuſtomary to aſſemble the ma- 
giftrates by ringing the bells, and aſked them 
whether the noiſe might not be offenſive to 
them. This hint was not agreeable to their 
wiſhes ; they immediately retired, and made 
no further demands. | ; | £1. 
During the retreat of the army, a ww 
arrived one evening before the ſame place, 
and the commander promiſed, that if the com- 
mune would raiſe the ſum of twenty-five ca- 
rolines, none of his people: ſhould be ſuffered 
to enter it. He received the required fum, 
and marched off with his troops, but not till 
they had made a hearty meal. Some: of 
| Championet's diviſion, under the command 

of Jubeln, broke looſe one evening and attacks 
ed Euerbach. Lieutenant-colone] Von Mun- 
ſter, and Mr. Geyerſbach the bailiff, immedi- 
ately waited upon the commandant, and re- 
queſted that the brigade might not he allowed 
to march through the village, but ta paſ it. 
The commandant, without loſs of time, took 
meaſures for complying with this requeſt; 
poked an officer at each of the two ba who 
= rove 
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drove out the plunderers that had ſtolen in, 
and for this ſervice accepted nothing but the 
verbal thanks of the inhabitants. 


HAPPY PATE OF SOME PARTICULAR PLACES, 


MAIZENBACH, among ſo many thouſand 
places, was fortunate enough to eſcape with- 
out any moleſtation ; and Bronnbach alſo had 
reaſon to rejoice on account of the very noble 
treatment which it experienced. The firſt of 
theſe places was indebted for its ſafety to , 
French officer, who, when a. priſoner ſome 
time before, had been quartered there. The 
clergy at Bronnbach were protected on account 
of the care which they took of the French 
ſick and wounded ſoldiers, who had been left 
there in the hoſpital by the Imperialiſts. 

Places which lay at a diſtance from the 
camps, or in which cavalry were quartered, 
experienced, .in general, a ſomewhat better 
fate; and this was«the caſe with thoſe villages 
in which theſe worthy othcers, Broc com- 
mandant of the 2d regimept of dragoons, La 
Barbee of the 11th, Bacbier uf the ad regiment 
ot huſſars, and Lattaye of the 1oth regiment 
of heavy cavalry, happened to be ſtatiuned, 
The inhabitants of our diſtrict ſtill. * 
vets. 54-2 
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with pleaſure and gratitude on the bchaviou 
of theſe excellent men. 

A diviſion of the 2d and iſ regiment of 
dragoons entered Euerbach, at 11 o'clock 
at night, on the 22d of July. T he alarn 
occaſioned in the place by theſe troops; the 
appearance of the firſt patroles with their pil- 
tols and drawn ſwords ; their importunat 
but (through fear of the approach of their 
officers) mild requiſition of eight caroline 
and watches, which, by the arrival of the 
captain, were never more thought of; and 
the noiſe made reſpecting the additional guard 
during the night; formed all together a ver 
unpleaſant ſcene. As ſoon however as/ the 
officers had provided for their people, and 


the inhabitants had with the utmoſt readinels 


procured what they deſired, all was again quiet; 
and on their departure Broc and capt. Jollet, 
without being ſolicited, as the inhabitants had 
not yet learnt by experience the utility cf 
giving valuable douceurs, left two men behind 
them as a guard of ſafety, and to theſe the 
place was indebted for its protection. A troop 
of volunteers came next day to the village on 
the look-out ; but when they ſpied the ſafe- 
guard they aſſumed a very ſurly appearance: 


© they were obliged therefore to proceed for- 


wards without any booty. But the day fol. 
lowing they plundered Obbach entirely. The 
ſame 
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ſame party a little before had completely 
emptied Breberſdorf and Semerſdorf; but the 
ſame forenoon they were ſurpriſed while en- 
gaged in ſuch unmilitary-like employment b 

colonel Broc, as he was returning ee 
Eggenhauſen, and driven back to their quar- 
ters by his dragoons, who attacked them with 
their ſabres. No wonder then, eſpecially as 
they were prevented in the afternoon by ſome 
dragoons of the ſame regiment from renewing 


their depredations, if they returned with in» 


creaſed rage,and made the unfortunate Qbbach 
a prey to their redoubled fury. 


General Oſwald, when at Niederwehrn, 


beneld with the utmoſt indifference the ex- 
ceſſes committed by his ſoldiers, who laid 
waſte gentlemen's houſes and gardens, and 
plundered as well as maltreated the inhabi- 
tants ;. but, at the ſame time, colonel Lattaye 
did every thing in his power to put a ſtop to 
their ravages, A poor woman, almoſt frantic 
through tear and diſtreſs of mind, brought in 
great confuſion goor florins, which were all 
her treaſure, to the clergyman, and, without 
knowing what ſhe did, threw them on the 
table at which ſome French officers were 
ſitting at dinner. Lattaye caſt a look of 
compaſſion at the poor woman, whoſe condi- 
tion could not be miitaken, took the money- 
bag ſealed up by the clergyman into ſafe cuſ- 
tody, and returned 1t to the owner * 

when 
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The conduct of a commanding officer quar- 
tered at-Krautheim was equally honourable, 
He cauſed the coffers of Diez the clergyman, 
who had been horridly plundered, to be 
brought to him, and, at his departure, ſent 
them back perfectly ſafe to the thankful 
owner. $1 
General Palmeroli alſo did a great deal of 
good at Gelterſheim ; he liſtened with atten- 
tion to the complaints of the haraſſed pea- 
ſants, procured them ſafety, and puniſhed 
thoſe who moleſted them. He would how- 
ever have done much more good, had he 
been at liberty to follow the dictates of his 
own heart, and not obliged to humour the 
Caprice of general Bonnaud, a ſuperior officer 
quartered there, who daily "drowned in wine 
every ſentiment of humenity. 
With eſteem and reſpect I repeat here the 
name of La Barbee, Perſons worthy of be- 


lief have aſſured me that this officer loſt a 


great deal of property by the revolution. 1 


learned alſo from the ſame ſource that he was 


a man of noble birth ; but from my own ex- 
rience I diſcovered obes he was a man of 


noble behaviour, though thele two are ſeldom 


united in the ſame perſon, His youth was 
concealed under a viſage overſhaded by a 
buſhy beard, which gave him a terrible ap- 


Pearance. His ſtriking figure, which, * [ 
aw 
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chaſſeurs, and ſuſtained 
mon perſonal bravery ; the mildneſs and can- 


dour of his behaviour, which however dege- 


nerates ſometimes into obſtinacy ; and his 
paternal care for his regiment, have proeured 
him in an eminent degree the affection of his 
ſoldiers. After a fatiguing encampment in 
the neighbourhood of Schu infurt, where the 
army remained ſeveral days, which, according 
to his idea, might have been as well ſpent in 
cantonments, à violent altercation took place 
between him and Collaud his general of divi- 
fion ; and he retired to Oberndorf, to which 
Kleber himfelf proceeded to ſoften La Barbee, 
who threatened in diſguſt to refign his com- 
miſſion. When the ſoldiers heard of La Bar- 
bee's intention, the whole regiment exclaimed 
with one voice,“ If La Barbee goes, we will 
go alſo.” Few of La Barb&e's ſubalterns, 
though twenty - ſix in number, think and act 
like him and his worthy captain Paſquet; 
but he is beloved and eſteemed by them all, 
as well as by the common dragoons. His 
ſabre is ſharp when wielded by his nervous 
arm, and cuts off more than epaulets, as was 
the caſe with one of his; and a kind of cuiraſs 
which he wears in battle feryes to defend him 

C from 
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ſaw him, was ſet off by a ſuit of regimentals, . 
and which attracted much notice in the neigh» 
bourhood of F riedberg, where his corps had 
a (harp en nt with the 6th regiment of 


great loſs ; his uncoms- . 
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ſo much taſte played the clarinet. 


has alſo his peculiarities, He is tond of liquor, 
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of from the blows of his opponents. It may be 


readily. comprehended that ſuch a man, mult | 
be highly valued by a commander in chief; | 
and indeed Jourdan, after the ſucceſsful battk | 
of Fleurus, was deſirous of railing him to 
the rank of general. But perhaps La Barbee ! 
choſe rather ro obey than to command; and c 
perhaps alſo he dreaded the guillotine, which Wl © 
then raged with all its fury: in ſhort, he fe- 
mained what he was and ſtill is, and by that ll * 
conduct he has loſt nothing. He and his Wl © 
officers have wich their regiment, what at pre- 
ſent is very uncommon. in the French army, 
a complete band cf muſic, with which J was 
much delighted. Brand, a Bohemian, an en- P. 
chanting performer on the French horn, 
would as an itincrant muſician make his for- 
tune. IJ have heard him in a moment, with. 
out any preparation, produce ſuch a variety 
of tones as could neither be excelled nor imi- 
tated, The effect produced by a ſerpent 
which a monſieur Geſſert, a very agreeable 
man, both blows and fingers in a maſterly 
manner, makes me lament that this old inſtre- 
ment has been ſupplanted in Germany by the 
baſſoon, which, however, is not uncommon! 
in this field muſic, I am ſorry that I cannot 
remember the name of the director, who with 


With a noble mind the intrepid La Barb 


ard 
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and when intoxicated will not bear contradic-' 
tion. The generals were glad to ſee him at 
their tables; but the company for the moſt 
part retired with the deſſert, as theſe enter- 
tainments ſeldom ended without bloodſhed. 
If he had his men around him, no domeſtics 
durſt refuſe to execute his commands. On 
theſe occaſions he always ſeemed abſolute. It 
he diſcovered any ſigns of fear in his men, bis 
affcction tor them decreaſed ; but thoſe who 
appeared courageous, who could return blow ' 
for blow, and hold out to the laſt, were his 
darlings. 1 
In one place where he was quartered, he ex- 
preſſed ſurpriſe on ſeeing ſilver ſpoons at ta- 
ble; adviſed the proprietor to conceal them; 
and aſſured him, though unneceſſarily, that 
while he was preſent nothing ſhould be en- 
dangered. A brigade of infantry bearing tro- 
phies they had taken, ſuch as tobacco: pipes 
mounted with ſilver, canes, &c. happening 
to paſs through the place where he was lying, 
he ordered the guards to be doubled, the doors 
to be batricadoed, and diſpatched his adjutants 
to drive the bees (ſo were the French infantry 
commonly called in Franconia) from the courts 
and gardens already occupied by his troops. 
The adjutants at firſt were laughed at, and | 
told by the new comers that they had no cam. | | 
mand over them. They, however, maintain» 
ed their ground; and La Barbee ſhewed him- 
| Ca gs 
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ſelf at a window in his foll accoutrements, Wll | 
which kept the plunderers in awe. They per- 
haps curſed him in their hearts for his interfe. Wl ! 
rence: but the place by his preſence and firm e 

f 


conduct was ſaved. | 
At firſt he ſhewed much diſtruſt, from 
which no French officer ſeemed to be free, t. 
The maſter of the houſe was always obliged Wl C 
to taſte every diſh before they would touch it, e 
When La Barbee faw in any village that the Wl t) 
inhabitants were ready to entertain him and I ! 
his people, he never demanded from them P. 
things impoſſible to be procured. The words Wl {= 
& We have no oats,” ib uttered ſeriouſly, and Ml be 
founded in truth, of which however he occa- 
fionally wiſhed to have ocular demonſtration, 
were ſufficient to induce him to ſend his de- 
tachments to forage in another quarter. 
What authority a humane commander may 
have over inhuman troops, and that he can 
keep up ſtrict diſcipline among raw, licentious 
foldiers, was ſhewn alſo by Barbier, a colonel 
of huſſars. His regiment was compoſed chiet- 
ly of Alſacians and German L.otharingians, 
who, in general, behaved with more cruelty 
to the Franconian peaſants than real French- 
men : they, above all, ſhewed an inſatiable 
_ thirſt of gold, and a propenſity to thieving, 
which had become as it were a ſecond nature. 
But Barbier and other officers of his regiment, 
who entertained the like ſentiments as himſelf, 
WR. ; particularly 
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particularly young captain Becker, knew, 
when neceſſary, with their ſabres in their 
hands, how to preſerve or reſtore order. A 
corporal of huſſars once broke open an old 
wine caſk, which a peaſant had filled with dif- 
ferent articles of dreſs, and ſecreted the con- 
rents, The peaſant went and complained to 
Captain Becker, who was then at dinner. In- 
cenſed at the ſcandalous behaviour of his pet- 
ty officer, he, with the utmoſt readineſs, fol- 
lowed the complainant to his houſe. The cul- 
prit, however, denied the charge. The pea» 
ſant was then folemaly aſked, with a threat of 
being ſoundly cudgelled ſhould the accuſed 
appear innocent, whether the corporal was re- 
ally the thief. Having anſwered in the affirm 
ative, the captain applied his ſabre to the cor- 
poral's back, and repeated his blows, till he 
pointed out every corner of the houſe where 
he had con the articles. They were all 
recovered; and the robber received a ſevere 
lecture, united with ſome farther correction, 
for ſetting ſo bad an example before the ſol- 
diers whom- he commanded, A hint only 
would have been neceſſary to make Barbier do, 
wich his own hands, what was here done by 
one of his ſubalterns. — He poſſeſſes an agree - 
able figure; is well acquainted with the ſci- 
ences ; has a decided partiality for the fine 
arts, and in particular for the goddeſs of har- 
mony, One will rarely find more cultivation, 
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more affability, or more love of order in any 
ſtaff. officer whatever. 


———— — ——— 


THE FRENCH CAVALRY. 


THESE in general had not ſuch vigilant 
commanders; and many of the officers were 
as avaricious and fond of plunder as the com. 
mon men. On the 28th of July, an officer, 
accompanied by a trumpeter and ſix men, rode 
from Wipfeld to Gerolzhofen, to exchan 
an Imperial commiſſary, On his W . 
ſtopped at Zeilitzheim, near the clergyman's 
houſe, and, having fixed his eyes on it for ſome 
time, {aid to the bailiff, + Don't the paſtor 
live there? He muſt have plenty of mo- 
ney!“ No,“ replied the bailiff, * he has 
been plundered already,” That is nothing,” 
returned the officer, „he undoubtedly has 
more - We ſhall ſoon find it.” This threat 

made the clergyman ſeck ſafety by flight; and 
when the officer arrived at the houſe it was 
empty. | 

General Mortier and two other generals be- 
ing quartered for ſome days with the dean of 
May bach, the former tormented the old man 
till he almoſt expired, and threatened to put 
him to death if he did not inſtantly procure 


him money. The dean was actually obliged 
10 


E iN 
to kneel, in expectation of the fatal blow; for 
having been already plundered, as well as every 
other perſon in the neighbourhood, it was impoſ 
ſible for him to raiſe even a few-carolines. An 
officer adviſed him to give up all he had, as 1 
orders were already iſſued by Mortier that the 1 
laſt troop of his corps ſhould fer fire to the 
village. In ſhort, ſix carolines were procured; 
and the general, when he ſaw them, at length 
ſuffered a few rays of compaſſion to beam forth 
in his Countenance, | 


ay 
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THE CHASSEURS, 


THESE at firſt were moſt dreaded, not 
on account of their ſtern appearance (for, in 
general, they were far from being ill- looked), 
but on account of the wretchedneſs of their 
cloathing, which hung down in rags; and 
thence people, too readily, concluded by what 
ſpirit they were actuated, For the moſt part 
they were faithful companions of the infantry, 
waen theſe plundered a village or paid a viſit 
to the churches. If a troop of foot ſoldiers 
advanced on one fide, a body of chaſſeurs 
were ſure to throng forwards on the other; or, 
it the village lay in a hollow, to poſt them: 


5 ſelves on ſome neighbouring eminence, to be | | 
«> WM *<=4y to aililt on the firſt ſignal. Their place I 
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of exerciſe was the beautiful plains around 
Schweinfurt; where if a man's Cor appeared 
above the corn, a party ſprung forwards, and 
the poor wanderer was hunted from the neigh. 
bourhood, On their arrival, they ſeemed in. 


ent on fiſhing for gold; and wherever they 
entered they ſought after nothing elſe. When 
the infantry broke open repoſitories in which 


they ſuſpected there were clothes and linen, 
the vagabond chaſſcurs (on their retreat they 
were a little more ſtri&) were at firſt content« 
ed with opening writing-deſks; and they ſhewed 
themſelves very expert in their buſineſs, by 
{paring elegant furniture when they found 
reaſon to do ſo; but ſtill they never failed to 
gratify their inquiſitorial ſpirit. The objects 
of their requiſition were ſometimes carriages, 
ſometimes oxen and ſheep, and ſometimes pro. 


viſions. Were people ſo N gays or 
N 


fooliſh as to purchaſe exemption by a few do- 
zen of carolines, another troop appeared, in 
the courſe of ſome hours, with a new requili- 
tion, and received alſo a portion in ready mo- 
ney. If one voluntarily reſigned to them a 
cart-load of articles with the cart and horſes, 
they generally offered to allow the owner to 
redeem the whole on the ſpot ; but if he was 
ſo imprudent as to agree to their propoſal, he 
loſt both his money and his property. If two 


parties entered a village at the ſame time, the 


ſtronger party aſſembled the inhabitants in a 
certain 
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certain ſpot, and amuſed them ſo agreeably; 
that the other party could perform their domi- 


ciliary viſits without the ſmalleſt interruption. 


It is highly worthy of remark, that two chaſ- 


ſeurs, while the reſt were amuſing the people 


at the palace, went to the parſonage-houſe of 


Euerbach at the ſame time, where there was 
nobody but the maid ſervant, and, though the 


doors, cheſts, and coffers ſtood all open, re- 
turned again without touching the ſmalleſt ar- 


ticle. A rare exception, perhaps, from the 
general rule !-—Nocorps conducted themſelves 


with more ambiguity than 
THE DRAGOONS: 


In ſome places they behaved like liber: ines, 


in others like honeſt men. On their firſt a 
proach, the terrible appearance of the forks. 
rails in their caps was of excellent ſervice to 
them. Wherever they entered, the inhabitants 
fled; and theſe gentry in houſes and barns 
found a clear ſtage for their exhibitions. The 


depraved ſentiments of the officers completed 


the miſery of the villages which they entered. 
The commandant of the firſt regiment, who 


was far from being a man of the nobleft ideas, 


kept his people under ſo little diſeipline at 
Sennfeld, that they indulged-in every exceſs. 
The commandant himſelf, a hoary ſinner, mal- 
treated the magiſtrates, in order to extort from 
them a ſum of money; and W1?˖ knows how 
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far they might have proceeded, had not the 
vigilant captain Jollet, on a requeſt made by 
Walther the clergyman, taken up the cauſe, 
induced the commandant to alter his conduct, 
and releaſed the magiſtrates! Ic was dragoons 
who plundered the clergyman at Kolitzeim, 
and oppreſſed the people by demanding eighty- 
two carolines at one time. It was dragoons 
alſo who alarmed Zeilitzheim on the twenty- 
ſixth of July. Four of them came at midnight 
to the houſe of Lembſer the clergyman, and 
aſked very civilly for beer or wine. The cler- 
gyman was defirous of reaching it to them 
from the window; but they gave him ſoftly 
to underſtand that they wiſhed to. be admitted 
into the houſe. He then opened the door, and 
roceeded to the cellar, but ſcarce had he re- 
turned when they threw aſide the maſk, and, 
holding their ſabres to his breaſt and throat, 
demanded twenty carolines. All remonſtrance 
being in vain, he unlocked his deſk ; from 
which they took his money and his filver 
buckles. Not contented with this booty, they 
ſeemed preparing to ſearch him, when a tap 
at the window, and the watch- word from ſome 
of their comrades, obliged them to make a 
ſpeedy retreat, At the ſame time, another 
party had plundered the magiſtrates and bur- 
gomaſters of ſome hundreds of dollars. After 

this they departed. 
The riches of theſe dragoons may a: 


(59 ) 
be eaſily accounted for. Many of them have 
made their fortunes, if ſtolen goods thrive bet - 
ter in France than in Germany. In the place 
where I reſide, one of them, according to the 
teſtimony of five of his comrades, loſt one 
evening at play 240 carolines. In all proba- 
bility he could not ſo ſoon indemnify himſelf 
by plunder, and no doubt reflected afterwards 
with ſorrow on his folly, By prudent manage 
ment, many of theſe libertines were obliged to 
behave better; but ] was aſtoniſhed to hear 
one of their officers, to whom 1 often expreſſed 
my firm belief in the honeſty of the dragoons, 
lay, '** My comrades are as great ſcoundrels 
is the reſt, eſpecially thoſe enliſted as volun- 
teers ſince the revolution.“ This was con- 
firmed by another officer, who often whiſpered 
to me the following caution: * In the time 
of war be on your guard; for every ſoldier 
is a thief.” And the draguons themſelves, 
when the people in the villages praiſed their 
conduct as ſuperior to that ot the plundering 
infantry, gave them this conlolation, © Wait 
a little, farmer—at preſent we keep our 
hands clean; but when we return, we ſhall. 
make as good uſe of them as thoſe who march, 
on foot.“ : 1 
Some regiments, indeed, of theſe troops 
diſplayed in Franconia a far nobler behaviour 
—that is, to ſpeak more intelligibly, they did 
not plunder becauſe they durſt not in the pre- 
C 6 ſenee 
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ſence of their chiefs, who were warriors, and 


not common robbers. But, according to my 
own experience and that of my friends, many 
dragoons made an honourable exception to the 
general rule; and even if they ſhewed a bet- 
ter diſpoſition through force, the more honour 
1s due to their chiefs, who were able to reſtrain 
theſe intractable libertines, and to preſerve 
_ diſcipline than many generals perhaps 
viſhed. | 
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HUSSARS, 


A FINE corps, but of a motley complexion, 
Some regiments were almoſt entirely compoſed 
of Alfacians and German Lotharingians; and 
theſe ſhewed particular enmity to the peacea- 
ble peaſants. More unpoliſhed beings both 
in language and behaviour could hardly be 
found; and many of the officers were not a 
degree better. Some ſhare of fliffneſs and mi- 
litary hauteur may be excuſed in an officer of 
huſſars; but the refined chief will always be 
preferred to the unformed ſwaggerer, who can 
talk of nothing but wine, women, and fight- 
ing; and who conſiders the monotonous ſound 
of the trumpet as the moſt agreeable muſic, 
One beautiful regiment of huſſars is command- 
ed by a brother of Merlin de Thionville, who 

among 
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among his men has a moſt infamous charaQer;, 
They publicly and loudly reviled him in my 
hearing as a very worthleſs fellow. Perhaps, 
if the truth were known, he is only a ſtrong 
friend to order, and an enforcer of diſcipline, 
and on that account hated by the ſoldiers, who 
conſider lenity ſhewn to the defenceleſs as fol- 
ly, and protection granted to property as an 
offence. The worthy Barbier bimſelf, com- 
mandant of the ſecond regiment of huſſars, be- 
cauſe an enemy to diſorder, is not perhaps ſo 
much loved and eſteemed by his people as he 
deſerves, That the huſſars, notwithſtanding 
all che vigilance of their commanders, knew 
how to accompliſh their favourite plan, that 
of hunting for other people's money and | 2k 
perty, can be atteſted by the commune of Kro- 
nungen, Barbier had one day ſent a body 
thicher to demand oats, - The bailiff conſider- 
ed this only as a pretence for procuring money, 
and inſtead of oats offered them ſome carolines, 
This offer was refuſed by the commanding of- 
ticer, who perſiſted in his requiſition z while 
the bailiff was aſtoniſhed that the French ca- 
valry for the firſt time rejected carolines and 
acccpted of oats. About midnight, however, 
the tame huſſars, while their chiets were aſleep, 
appeared a ſecond time at Kronungen, and ac- 
cepted the carolines which had been before 
proffered, even with ſome addition; ſo that 
the purſes of the inhabitants. were rendered at 
| Once 
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once twenty carolines lighter, But few of them 
certainly ever went to France; for it was this 
regiment, formerly that of Chamberon, which 
on the heights near Teinigen, was, together 
with Bernardotte, driven into the hotteſt of 
the fire, and ſuſtained great loſs. oa 

„Where are our troops?” ſaid a lieutenant- 


| colonel, whoſe regiment though weak had four. 


ln the neighbourhood of Ratiſbon,” re- 
plied 1I.—* Alas!? anſwered the experienced 
veteran, before we can join them they will 
« be beat.” And indeed his prediction was al. 
moſt literally fulfilled. Scarcely had he et 
out to follow them, when that action took 
place in which his regiment had ſo critical a 
part to perform, after having in five days 
marched from Mentz to Bamberg. 


HEAVY CAVALRY, 


THESE, perfectly ſimilar in every thing 
to the reſt of their brethren, thought of no- 
thing but enriching themſelves, and employed 
every ſcheme poſſible to relieve the peaſants 
from the hurthen of their property, The 
horſes even were not ſatisfied with hay of the 
beſt quality, They were fed with lentils. 
Straw was too hard for them to reſt upon; 
they were littered with clover and hay ; and 

many 


nin co 3 > ef =y my mm, OÞ 


Land 
= 


©” 


Ph, 2 63 rw 


* 


Ws oo FY o © ons cas 0 


ww 


„  Y 


( 63 ) 

many places, ſuch as Niederwehrn, Oberndorf, 
Eggenhauſen, and Schnekenwerth, though 
they had been already plundered three or tour 
times, were obliged to provide quarters for 
three regiments during ten days. When every 
other kind of fodder Failed, its place was ſup- 
plied by unthreſhed maize. Some chiefs of 
this corps exerted themſelves to protect the 
peaceable and liberal farmers from the imper- 
linence of the horſemen; but many of them 
had their hands tied, as was the caſe with Bon- 
naud and others of the like diſpoſition, The 
horſeman ſtole, and ill-uſed his landlord; of- 
fered violence to his wife, daughter, and maid; 
converted the beſt apartment of his houſe into 
a ſtable; and cauled the irrational animals to 
render uſeleſs that corn which he durſt not 
publicly deſtroy. | 

In this corps, however, there were men of 
exalted minds, A horſeman at Oberndorf 
ſaid one day to his landlord, © Farmer, you 
have concealed your nioneyz but you muſt: 
remove it to ſome other place, for it is not ſafe 
where it is.” The peaſant denied that he had 
any money; but the ſoldier gave him the like 
ad monition a ſecond time, and told him that 
he had concealed it in the dunghill, The pea- 
ſant, when he heard this, ſeemed as much aſ- 
toniſhed as if he had dropped from the clouds; 
and without ſuſpecting that the horſeman had 
been conducted to the buried treaſure in = 
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moſt natural manner poſſible, imagined that 


he was either a necromancer or a magician, 0 
« Sir,” ſaid he to the horſeman, after ſome 0 
| pauſe, you ſhall have two carolines for your [ 
good counſel; but tell me, I pray, how you a: 
was let into the ſecret?” © Your own ſervant al 
betrayed: you,” returned the ſoldier. © Go al 
directly and fetch your bag; I wiſh to give 01 
my comrades ſome drink-money.” The far- Cc 


mer, upon this, lily removed his treaſure in 
the abſence of his ſervant, who went to the 
ſoldier in the night-time and reminded him of 
their agreement to dig it up and divide the 
plunder, They proceeded to the ſpot ; but 
the traitor, after repeated digging, found that 
the bird was flown; and the ſoldier's heavy 
ſabre applied to his back, reminded him 
much better than his broken German, that he 
had not only betrayed his truſt and honour, 
but been unfaithful to his partner. The 
Frenchman, highly pleaſed with this exploit, 
returned to his hoſt, wlio, after much entreaty, 
at length prevailed upon him to accept the 
two carolines.— The reader will no doubt re- 
Joice with me, after ſo many ſcandalous ac- 
tions, to meet with ſo exalted an inſtance of 
magnanimity,—Of the French 


ARTILLERY 
I can ſay very little good. Their — 


and honeſty were not ſuch as to make me wi 
to 
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to have them as neighbours; and on account 
of their dexterity I ſhould not chooſe them for 
opponents. They, however, ſometimes miſ+ 
ſed the mark; and this was common to them 
as weil as to the molt expert ſhooters. They 
are ſaid to have behaved with decency; but I 
am ſorry I cannot ſay the ſame thing from my 
own experience, Unfortunately, however, I 
can from experience ſay, that 


THE W AGGON- DRIVERS 


Were the uglieſt and moſt intractable beings 
in the world. I remember to have read, not 
long ago, that the le in Germany were 
much aſtoniſhed at the f tking and almoſt ſtu- 
pid phy ſiognomies of the Pruſſian on-dri- 
vers, who principally came from Poland, or 
the borders of that country; but the Franco- 
nians were more aſtoniſhed at the French wag- 
gon-drivers, who with human features behaved 
worſe than the Huns. When a band of theſe 
quicted the camp, it was generally in compa» 
ny with ſome of the infantry and artillery-menz 
and wretched was the fate of that place which 
they attacked. I ſhall never forget the features 
of one of theſe waggon- drivers, named Rollet, 
whoſe ſilhouette or profile the late Muſæus, 
on cloſer inſpe&ion, would not have failed to 
introduce into his Phyſiognomical Travels. A 
more vulgar figure can ſcarcely be imagined. 
With a mien which beſpoke the urmolt ſin- 
; ccritys 
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cerity, he ſaid to me one day, Be not afraid 


ou are in no danger—for we are honeſt 
men.“ Yet theſe honeſt men could not endure 
to ſce the people of the place guarding my 
apartment; and ſeemed to be in the utmoſt 
fury when the court-gate, which theſe honeſt 
waggon-drivers had carefully ſhut, was' again 
opened by the vigilant peaſants. O! the 
French magnanimity ! wo 
Monſieur Rollet well knew how to act his 
part on every occaſion, All his company be. 
ing aſſembled for the execution of a concerted 
_—_ becauſe he found that I wiſhed to defeat 
is {ſchemes by my filence, he began by te- 
peating three or four times, You and I are 
already well acquainted We reſided a long 
time together in a monaſtery at Parisg—You 
are an emigrant,” By good luck I had around 
me a ſufficiency of living witneſſes, who were 
ready to ſecond me, and to make him aſhamed, 
if his cheeks had been ſuſceptible of a bluſh. 


That being the caſe, he was ſucceeded by a- 


ſavage-looking volunteer, beſpattered with 
blood, who touched a more ſerious ſtring. 
Some one, he ſaid, in my houſe had ſecreted 
bis ſabre which he had loit ; and he was deter- 
mined to be revenged by fire and plunder. 
Every thing was ſaid that could be ſaid, and 
at laſt they were permitted to do whatever they 
thought proper. The continual vigilance of 
the people, however, who were aſſembled, de. 
feated 
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feated their plan, which they no doubt accom- 
pliſhed with more ſucceſs in fome other place; 
for they came back accompanied by a cart 
loaded with ſtolen goods. Even the ſhirts 
which they wore were ſtuffed with articles of 
every kind; and their girdles, if not full, were 
at leaſt not empty. Their plunder in ſhort 
conſiſted of hats, ſhirts, ſtockings, ' jackets, 
whips, and ſhoes together with boats; and 
thoſe who wore them were ſo intoxicated with - 
wine, that they were ſcarcely able to ſtand up- 
right, Though their whole plan had been 
rendered abortive, we were obliged to ſacrifice 
to them a cart, and to give them a double al- 
lowance of proviſions, They departed with a 
promiſe of paying us a viſit ſome other day; 
but fortunately they were obliged in the night- 
time to proceed on their march, 1 

A cannoneer belonging to this ſelect band 
came one day and addreſſed me with the fol- 
lowing friendly expreſſion:“ You have no- 
thing to fear—l ſhall remain here till all theſe 
rogues” (fo he called his companions) “ are 
gone from the place.“ On this honeſt man's 
promiſe I indeed depended too much : he 
broke into a reſpectable houſe, which he plun- 
dered, and as fortune would have it 1 neve 
law him again! i * N 

t was empty ſtomachs that induced theſe 
birds to fly abroad, and with full waggons they 


returned home. What the chaſſcurs, dragoons, 
huſſars, 
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huſſars, heavy cavalry, and infantry had left 
behind was by them completely carried off, 
Monſieur Deleſtre, their conductor, received 
one day very ſtrict orders; and he was much 
offended that the neighbouring commanders 
had declared they would make him anſwerable 
for any exceſs that might be committed b 
his people. That parody of the Marſeilloiſe 
march, Allons, enfans, au pillage , which he 
repeated and ſung to me while walking toge- 
ther, ſeems ſtill to be reſounding in my ears, 
That ſong, together with an expreſſion which 
he uſed when ſpeaking of his comrade Cou- 
pigny, who appeared to be a man of more 
honeſty, ** With that one can obtain no- 
thing,” was enough to put people on their 
guard; We had, however, no further expe- 
rience of his character. Polite French off» 
cers, when quartered in reſpectable houſes, 
were pleaſant and agreeable companions; 
but Deleſtre with his drawn ſword would 
ſtorm at the door of his quarters like any 
waggon-driver, Polite officers appeared, at 
leaſt at table, in a decent dreſs ; but Deleſtre 
had ſcarcely ſhoes or ſtockings. + He was 
born at Arras, and the greater part of his re- 
| lations fell a ſacrifice to the guillotine during 
the tyranny of Robeſpierre. 
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SAFEGUARDS. 

ONE may readily comprehend what muſt 
have been the fituation of the unfortunate 
peaſants when expoſed to the plundering and 
extortion of theſe troops. They were how- 
ever not all fo deſtitute of foreſig 
countrymen on the borders of the circle of 
Franconia ; and ſome of them, more prudent, 
who put no faith in the flattering declarations 
of Jourdan, but liſtened rather to the loud 
and general complaint of the bad behaviour 
of the French ſoldiers, on their entrance into 


Germany, were able to ſave a great part of 
their property and their ready money by con- 


| cealing it or burying it in the earth. Others, 


who entertained higher ideas of the folemn 
aſſurances of a ſuperior officer, if not de- 
fended and protected by a ſafeguard, loſt more 
than they will ever be able to regain. © Such 
protection in general came too late. | 

Keller, the adminiſtrator at Bonnland, was 
plundered, and ſo ill treated that he preferred 
flying almoſt naked into the woods, to the ſtill 
harder fate which he would have experienced 
from theſe deſperadoes. He was at length 
delivered by general Grenier, who ſent in 
ſearch of the tormented fugitive, and had him 
conducted back in ſafety to his deſolated man- 
lon, From that worthy officer he obtained 
2 lafeguard, who remained with him — = 
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French retreated ; and who on this occaſion, 
when another band wiſhed to break into the 
court-houſe in order to plunder it, gave them 
two carolines out of their own pockets 
to prevent them from executing their pur. 
ole, Nun 

Far different were the ideas and behaviour 
of a huſſar left by general Jacobin, when te. 
treating, as a ſafeguard to the court- houſe at 
Vorcheim, Scarcely had the general got be- 
yond the walls of the city, when theſe truſty 
ſafeguards thronged into the adminiſtrator's 
apartment, and demanded a caroline for the 
ſervice they were obliged to perform: a larger 
ſum was promiſed to them when they had 
diſcharged their duty; but they would liſten 
to no reaſoning, and extorted the money 
which they demanded. They then hurried 
to the kitchen, and tormented the domeſtics 
in order that they might diſcover where their 
maſter had concealed his ſilver and gold. 

A horſeman, left as a ſafeguard at Nie. 
derwehrn, went to Bergreinfeld, contrary to 
his orders, becauſe he had been there promiſed 
better living. At the ſame place many ſaſe- 
guards of the infantry not only overlooked 
exceſſes committed by their comrades, but 
indulged in plundering alſo; which occaſioned 
the utmoſt degree of confuſion. | 

In another place a dragoon of the 7th regi- 


ment not only required eight or nine carolines 
| for 


- 03 


far twenty-four hours” ſervice, but robbed, by 
the way, the guide who: went to ſhow him to 
a neighbouring village, and who was only a 
r man. | 
The Imperial town of Sennfeld had a ſafe- 
guard who remained eight days, and who 
every morning extorted eight carolines, threat- 
ening unleſs they were paid to leave the place 
immediately 1 | 
An active ſergeant of Mercier's brigade, 
who with his men was flationed at Obbach, 
behaved however with far more honour and 
honeſty. He defended the place with the beſt 
ſucceſs from the extortion of marauders z kept 
his people under the ſevereſt diſcipline z was 
perfectly ſatisfied with the legal douceut which 
he received; and promiſed, in caſe of a re- 
treat, which as an experienced ſoldier he 
thought not only poſſible, but even probable, 
to act again as a ſafeguard if there ſhould be 
any danger. Scarcely had his diviſion reached 
Schweinfurt, after a very fatiguing march, 
when he haſtened to diſcharge his promiſe 
like an honeſt man; and exerted himſelf, by 
writing to his ſuperior officer, to procure pro- 
tection for the place, which had been ſo un · 
mercifully plundered, though this protection 
was rendered unneceſſary, as the diviſion of 
Le Fevre was ordered to advance in an ob- 
lique direQion through the mountains. 
Colonel La Barbee left at Euerbach a ſafe 
guard 


"ad 
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guard of three men; two of whom, Dit, who 
was in the Mentz infantry during the” firſ 
affair at Spier, and brigadier Boſſignol, diſtin. 
guiſhed themſelves very much by their good 
conduct. Under their protection the place 
was ſo well defended that the inhabitants could 
follow their occupation without dread, and 
were able to bring home in ſafety the pro- 

ductions of their fields. The latter 4 
with reluctance, and was ſo well ſatisfied that, 
like the active ſergeant, he promiſed to return 
in caſe of a retreat to act as a guard again, 
His regiment having arrived, on the gd of 
September, within three miles of Schweinfun, 
he rode four miles further, notwithſtanding 
the darkneſs of the night : and indeed he could 
not have appeared at a more ſeaſonable time; 
for that day, and till more the following 
night, when the park of artillery retreated, 
_ were the molt turbulent periods for Euerbach, 
His preſence inſpired confidence and c 
and the ſmalleſt exceſs was not committed by 
the eſcort, though extremely numerous, This 
man, to whom the place was indebted i: 
great meaſure for its tranquillity, enjoyed 
1weet repoſe,” a ſtranger to that dread which 
his profligate comrades entertained of the 
ſans, in the midſt of thoje perſons who loved 
him as their protector, and did not awake 
until the town was entered by the advanced 
poſts of the Imperial army. He met — 
4 ol 
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von Gotteſheim of the Imperial huſſars, to 
whom he was recommended by the magiſtrates 
and the inhabitants, whoſe property he had 
protected. a 
Many officers, made very high. demands for 
their a, and the people readily com- 
plied with them when their perſons and pro. 
perty were ſecured. But men ſuch. as I 
Barbee and Jgllet were in this reſpect perfectly 
diſintereſted, and were. ſatisfied with the ſin- 
cere good wiſhes which accompanied them 
when they departed. _ n 
t is incredible how much weight 1 
- ſafeguard had with the yolunteers, and hour 


- 


to diſcharge his duty in earneſt. O 
myſelf was a witneſs. My habitation had 
almoſt fallen a ſactiſice to theſe vaga 
but by good luck ve dlſcovered their 
which was directed to the church, before 
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mediately accompanied me thither with the 
utmoſt expedition. Stop, . comrade,” ſaiĩd 
he to the. Jeader of, the hand, © the e 
uarters— There is nothing here for you.“ 

heſe words made, no. very, agreeable impreſ- 
hon on gars that expected à different tone. 
The chief, with his arms folded over gach 
other, under which were diſplayed his piſtgls 
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and ſabre, (upprefſed uy paſſion and ln 


with a very friendly reception from colongl 2 
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much he. was reſpected as Joon as be appearyd 
* 


had reached the gate. The ſafeguard im- 


8 („„ > ol 
with a ſour aſpect at the inhabitants who 
aſſembled around us, at length aſked —* Wha 

muſt we do?“ „ That is not my bulineſ, 
replied the ſafeguard, <* but this place you 
mall not touch.. Where then ſhall we go! 
ſaid the other. You mult look to that your 
ſelf,“ added the ſafeguard. The party the 
Civilly aſked for victuals and drink, with"boy 
of which they were ſupplied ; but their co 
ductor in the mean time bethought himlelf & 
a ſubterfuge, and pretended that the ſateguai 
might perhaps be an impoſtor, becauſe he dit 
not appear in his full accoutrements. I 
hint was ſufficient, After being abſent a fex 
minutes he returned in complete armour z an 
the whole banditti, for they bore a'muwl 
reater reſemblance to theſe than one eg 
does to another, proceeded to a neighbounng 
church, where, luckily for them, though u. 
fortunately for the place, there was no fats 
guard to oppoſe their views. 
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When officers went out F gw ry on thiey 
þ 


iſh expeditions of this kind, they could voce 

' Fionally deviſe means to render uſeleſs xt 
protection of the ſafeguards. An aide- dee 
who with eight men entered a village, fell i 
much to his diſſatis faction, with the ſafeguan 
of the place, whom as an officer he was of 
liged to reſpect. However, that he mig 
meet with no impediment in future, he cal 
May the ſafeguard, who obeyed wich relv 


\& - 6 | 
tance, and who, while he penetrated the officer's 
deſign, could only lament in filence that he 
was not able to. prevent it. The avaricious 


officer then extorted money from two other 


villages; and on his return took from the 


plough two horſes belonging to a farmer at 
Gelterſheim, , and carried them along with 


him. The farmer immediately repaired to 
Schweinfurt in order to complain to the com- 
mandant (who at that time was an Alſacian, 
named Baegelin, who had not long exchanged 


the needle for the ſabre), and truſted that, in 


conſequence of the arrangement which had 


been made, reſpecting the circle of Franconia, 


he ſhould, obtain proper redreſs Hut what 


was his gracious reception? Several blows on 
the ribs and back with a ſabre. The aide. de- 
camp had been before-hand-with the farmer, 


and, as the proverb ſays, ** He who comes firſt 
grinds firſt l It does not however that 
Mr. Baegelin was very m 7 


», 
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flled cofler and a. pretty girl, ben he:lefr | 


F ranconia. 
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HUMOROUS INCIDENTS , |. - 


"TOOK place ſometimes; and even amid! 
calamity one could not help laughing to fe 
the peaſants, who in general were ſo unwillig 
to move either their hands or their feet, ac 
in the higheſt degree as cooks or butlers, an 
the ſcrupulous Jews butchering pigs” and 
drinking impure wine. In many places mu- 
ters were carried ſtill further. Om che 31 
of July, about a thouſand of the French 
troops attacked a body of the Imperiatifts nex 
Gerolzhofen, but were repulſed with conf. 
derable loſs. The fugitives arrived at nine u 
night at Zeilitzbeim, where they encatnped; 
but they impoſed very heavy demands'on'tle 
peaſants. Unfortunately it rained next day; 
and the troops took up their quarters i the 
town. A Jew was obliged to boil pörk fer 
them; and he was ordered likewiſe to fett 
them beer in his largeſt can. The- Jew rex 
dily complied; took a veſſel that contained 
ſeveral quartz, and brought back in it on: 
aAauart of liquor. The thirſty ſouls had wal 
ö ed a long time; and as they found themſelve 
cheated, they threw the ean with the beer 1 
the ſew's head; and condemned him to retun 
and fetch more in the ſame veſſel and anotbe 
of the like fze. On his way back he wa 
robbed of both, and appeared at the houl 
with his hands empty; upon which he Bot 
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with a ſabre,. and wn &. 


ſound drubbin mg 
— in 4 b 
accompanied cit, a 

— to 12 wiſh, and at laſt accompliſhed 
the object of his miſion,—As the 3 for 
the moſt part hach concealed themſelves, the 
men in their ſtead. were obliged to-kill-poultry: 
and geeſe; to rt them, and prepare them 
for the table. were obliged alſo how- 
ever buſy, to Pa be their to get 


colics, —The timid al ways fared worſe than 


Krautheim, who had thirty men quarfered 
in his houſe, made himſelf be reſpected. by! 


mallet, the firſt: of them, wWhoever he, might 
, wha ſhould. offer th leaſt violence to hit 

* or; his. e him 
Is ie pro Phis . r 


clock, A; butcher 1 
ne houſe was in · danger being — 


open, poſted himſelf in the entrance, and, 


had already ſlaughtered many a four-legged. 
brute, and that: he would apply it to the Kull 
f any one who ſhould dane ta force his way 
Into his 1 The plyndceers,. however, 
decamped, 

Humorous replies: were alſo attended ſome» 
mes * good _— A huſſar attempted to 


of liquor a third time. Being 
rd, he now ſueceeded 


drunk with them, and to indulge in all their 
thole who diſplayed courage. A peaſant at 


\reatening to knock, down, wich à wooden, 


aking his axe in his. hand, announced chat ix 


D 3 pull. 


\ ; 
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pull off a clergyman's boots; and they ſeemel 
to be meer en loſt, but were luckily fave 
by the drollery o their 2 After diſpus- 
ing a long time to no purpoſe, he at'len 
ſaſd: Stop! am a Hotter 2 as well as oy 
I'm a bible hufſar— Vou ride, comrade, hut i 
muſt run; boots therefore are not ſo/necellary 
to you as to me,” The ſoldier im 
ſtarted back, burſt into a fit of laughter, aid 
gore up his pretenſions. A plun who 
ad entered a reſpectable houſe found a ſmil 
packet containing ſilver ſpoons © carefully 


wra up in a thick covering of 
l is [his ?”” ſaid he to the © Net of th 
1 « Sugar-plums for my children 
replied the other with much indifference! 
Take them and be d—d ““ returned id 
plunderer, and immediately reſigned them ind 
the hands of the owner. The monaſtery 
Gerlachſheim had been viſited by none of t 
French troops; but as they were expettec 
each of the monks received a certain ſum a 
money to be ready in caſe of any demand 
The prior was ſo deſirous of ſeeing'the French 
that he filled his purſe, - and 'ſer off us faſt ij 
he could for Wirzburg. He ſoon had dd 
d fortune to diſcover two chaſſrurs, 2 
did themſelves the honour to plunder hi 
completely; and the monks had the pleaſu 
of ſeeing their prior return much lighter after 
0 nem ablence.—Dean Mn 
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was often obliged to play whole hours to ge-. | 
neral Mortier and his ſuite, on an organ whiche: . #4 
he employed for teaching canary-birds to ſing. 


— and to which the officers danced. Muck, the 4 
0 cicrgyman at Euerbach, to encourage the ti- 
oi worous peaſants, who at firſt had run away, 


aſſiſted them to bind up hay in rations. 
Schemmel, the chaplain at Ranungen, was 
obliged to ſupply the place of a waſherwo- 
man, and to ipread out and pack up with his 
own hands the linen which, in hopes that. 
the French ſoldiers would not meddle with 


ll wet clothes, he had laid to ſoak in tubs filled 
* with water. For this ſervice he was tewarded 


with a noſegay.—Döpfler, the clergyman at 
Ranungen, who, after an incurſion, had re- 
turned too ſoon to the village from a foreſt in 
which he had taken ſhelter, fell in with ſome: 
chaſſeurs, who beat him till he made a molt. 
lamentable clamour. * Bawl, parſon!“ faid” | 
they, when he was quite exhauſted ; * No one 
touches you.“ They then applied their ſabres: 
again, as if they would have cut him to- 
pieces, always deſiring him to be eaſy, and not 
to make a noiſe beyond his ſtrength. After 
2 proceſſion in this manner around the village, 
they at length obtained their object. ＋ 1 
clergyman was redeemed by the pariſi for the 
lum of 200 florins.— All theſe ſcenes, in which 9 1 
clergymen were the actors, the organ ſcene of” ß 
the reſpectable dean. Warmuth, oppreſſed with: . © * | 1 
D plundering” 1 
| . 
4 


( 8 ) 
plundering and ill- treatment, alone excepted,” 
muſt have ſtruck no little terror into the minds 
of the alarmed ſpectators. 
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MISERABLE CONDITION OF THE TOWN OP | 
SCHWRINFURT\« | 


ON the 22d of July the French entered the 
Imperial town of Schweinfurt; but the Tmpe. 
rialiſts diſputed every ſtep with them, and re- 
tired through the place under continued firing, 
—Oa the 24th another corps advanced along 
the Maine towards Wirzburg : theſe were ſol. 
lowed by a body of infantry,” who proceeded 
by Kitzingen and Langenfeld after general 
Kray ; and a weaker corps, marching through 
Ebrach, purſued general Wernec. The main 
body, which was oppoſed to general Warten- 
ſleben, had aſſembled in and around Schwein- 
furt under Jourdan the commander in chief; 
and marched forwards very ſlowly, as the for- 
tteſs of Königſhoven made a longer refiftance 

than they expected. General Drachſdorf the 
governor held out till the ſecond of Auguſt, 
when general Le Fevre himſelf appeared before 
the place. On account of the honoutable ob- 
ſtinacy of the governor, ſeveral of the mem. 
bers of government at Wirzburg were arreſt- 
ed, and conducted to the council-houſe ir an- 
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ſwet for their behaviour; ſor the French im- 
gined that the governor: had: been prevented 


from delivering up the 2 by a ſecret order 
he had received from the magiſtrates of that 
town. Theſe men, however, were able 
to clear themſelves. in a ſufficient manner, aud 
ſoon obtained their liberty _ : 

The alarm which. muſt be occaſioned by ſo- 
numerous an army in ſo ſmall a town as 
Schweinfurt was not ſoon diſſipated... Within 
the walls, the ſoldiers durſt not proceed to any 
length in plundering and abuſing the inhabi- 
tants, or violating che women; yet ſtill they 
committed excelles of every kind, —All trade 
was at a ſtand; the ſhops were ſhut, and the 
houſes were barricadoed. The inhabitants. 
were oppreſſed by ttoops quartered on them; 
and Jourdan's head-quarters were eſtabliſhed 
there for eight days. His field poſt-office con- 
lilted of a Gredal, eighteen ſecretaries, twenty 
couriers, forty. poſtillions and about eighty 
horſes; yet theſe formed but an inconſiderable. 
part of his retinue. | 17 
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08NERALS ar SCHWEINFURTY || 
NOTHING cauld be more.oppreffivethan 


the preſence of ſv many generals, partly on ac- 
count of their own ping and partly or ac- 
wa. 5 count 
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count of their followers,” who acderfines the 
art of haraſſing and tormenting 


maſterly manner. 


1 * OURDAN , cadets in chief. 


2 Kleber 
3 Bernardotte 
4 Championet 
5 Grenier 
6 Olivier 
7 Le Fevre 
8 Mortier 
9 Richepence 
10 Baſtoulo 
11 Soultz 
12 Leval 
13 Cayla 
14 D'Haupont 
15 Collaud 
16 Sorbier 
17 Debelle 
18 Dumuy 
19 D'Ory 
20 Mireur 
21 Belmont 
22 Klein 
23 La Croix 
24 Ernouf 


25 Feraitet 
26 Sallinier 


oft 


27 Joubert 


| > Dalemes 


29 Dumas 

30 Bonnard 

31 Jacobin 

32 Rade k 

33 Coulange 

34 Bonnaud 
Simon 

36 Rochefort 

37 Le Grand 

38 Ney 

39 Ofwald. 

40 Sarazin 

41 Ormencier 


42 Mitule 
13 F 


44 Bar 
45 1 
W 


mankind ina: 
The following 
were quartered at Schweinfurt from te 26h 
ot July till the 3d of September : 42% + 3,6 


Thee, 
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Theſe, for the moſt part, were men who» 
had ſpent their beſt years as ſubalterns in the 
artillery before the revolution, and who had” 
given repeated proofs of their 3 bravery 
by ſharing every hazard with their troops. 
Jourdan on an occaſion of that kind was in 
great danger of being taken priſoner, when on; 
a reconnoitring party near Hatzfurt. He was 
already ſurrounded by ſome Imperial huffars,. 
and almoſt ſeized by one of them, when he- 
was delivered by a lucky ſpring which his 
horſe made over a ditch,. and the appearance 
of his eſcort, who haſtened to reheve him. 
He, however, received a flight wound, and 
was obliged for ſome days to reſign his com- 
mand to general Kleber. Bernardotte, whoſe” 
civilion ſtood the principal brunt in the Pala- 
tinate, attacked in perſon, on the heights, the 
ſecond regiment of Imperial huſſars; drove 
them ſeveral times back, and maintained his 
poſition until the Imperial infantry. came up 
and entirely defeated him. Ls cated 4 
Some of theſe generals were Germans; and 
many of them, who were foreigners, could 
leak the German language fluently. Several 
of them were far from increaſing, by their 
own rapacity to the innocent inhabitants of the 


inundated country, the .unavoidable evils ß | 


the war. Some of them, however, in their 
conduct appeared extremely ambiguous, and 
behaved ſo differently in different places, that 
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people ſcarcely knew what to make of them; 
and others, inſtead of behaving like' generals, 
demeaned themſelyes worſe than the loweſt of 
their ſoldiers. Being badly paid by the na- 
tion, theſe officers had recourſe to the moſt 
contemptible means, in order to ſupply their 
wants; laid the purſes of the, rich under con- 
tribution ;. borrowed without ever thinking of 

repayment; made in writing heavy requiſitions 
of money, clothes, linnen, &c. ; on their de- 
parture took the ſheets and white counterpanes 
from the beds; and, like Mortier at Maibach, 
threatened to lay waſte every thing with fire 
and ſword, unlels their demands were compli- 
ed with. Schweinfurt alſo did not eſcape a 
terror of the like kind. His incendiaries were 
ready and ſufficiently ſupplied with all the ne- 
ceſſary inſtruments and materials, waiting on- 
ly for a nod from their chief, to ſet fire to the 
bridge on the Maine. The general, however, 
was leſs intent on this illumination than on re- 
generating his empty purſe. He therefore 
called together the municipality at midnight; 
required an hundred carolines together with a 
few gold watches, which he obtained, and the 
bridge was ſuffered to remain in Patu quo. | 

The beſt harmony did not always prevail 
among theſe generals. Kleber, the ſoul of 
the army, was ſo diſguſted by Jourdan when 
they marched from the banks of the Rhine, 
that a reconciliation was not effected be 


him 


4 


ee 

him and the cotinfander in chief until they ar 
rived in our neiglibourhood: a een 

The want of diſcipline in the French army 
does not impreſs one with à very favourable © 
idea of the commanders. Jobrdan's'fine'pro-" 
clamation, when contraſted with the exceſſes 
of the ſoldiery, muſt fix an indelible" ſtam on 
the French nation; and his conduct effected, 
what a prudent general ought to have foreſeen, 
the ruin of his army. According to the moſt 
authentic information, the directory at Paris 
had accurate intelligence of the fhamefùul ac- 
tions committed by the troops, and yet they 
never took effectual means to prevent them. 
« We leave every thing to the generals,” was 
the honourable and ctten repeated anfwer of” 
the chiefs of the French nation. The'follow.* . 
ing extract alſo of a letter, dated Paris, Sep- 
_ 2d, is highly worthy of notice in thy” 
reſpect, IR 

In the meſſage of the directory, wherein it 
was propoſed to give the commanders in chief 
full powers to eſtabliſh ſuch military regula- 
tions as they ſhould think proper, to check 
the ſpirit of inſubordination which, prevailed 
— the troops, it is, among other things, 
aid: n 5 . 

Without ſuch a meafure the triumphs of 
our ſoldiers, even in the midſt of victory, 
* will be prejudicial to them; and the danger, 
which fill increaſes, will penetrate to the 

HS 1 . 66 centre 
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ec centre of the republic. But by that * | 


e the hational honour will be avenged in foreign 


© nations, who cohtemn our government as 
&« weak, on account of the crimes which ſome 


* men, unworthy of combating among, the 
« Franconian legions, have exerciſed. againſt 


ce the, perſons and property of the Para 


«c inha itants.“ 


The officers who compoſed the ſuite of 2 
eneral required far more attention than the 
chief himſelf. The whole houſe in which the 
general was quartered became, in a manner, 
their property ; and from ſome of: them no 
watch or trinket of any value was ſecure, . In 
many places they packed up the table. cloth af. 
ter dinner, as if it had been their own ;., ſha- 
tered to pieces in the moſt brutal manner what 
they could not carry along with them, and de- 


ſtroyed the window-curtains, tables, dee, 


&c, 


_ © OFFICERS' TABLE. . * 


' THIS above all things- was ' ſeldom forgot 
ten; The wine-caſks durſt never be empty, 


though they were privately viſited by hundreds 


It was neceſſary that the requifites for the ta- 
ble ſhould be provided in ſuperabundance; and 


| 1 an article could not be procured, it was not 


uncommon 


20 


£8321 re Dl 
uncommon to ſee the OK, with a ka ini / 
hand, appear in à threatening poſture before 
thoſe * who had — to act 
as purveyors. Though many and delicate 
diſhes were devoured by theſe gueſts, this evil 
might have been — but what occaſigned, 
the greateſt trouble to every landlord Was, that. 
ſometimes when a dinner had been ordered for 
only thirty perſons, twenty more would take 
their ſeats at the table. It was alſo highly diſ-. 
agreeable, that after thirty lemons had been 
provided, with great difficulty, to make punch, 
the officers would amuſe themſelves. with 
throwing them at each other, and, when their 
(port was ended, give orders for more to be 
procured. Many articles provided at great 
expence, ſuch as fowls of all ſorts, fiſh, &c. 
were often thrown under the dreſſer and not 
uled, as was the caſe at Gochſneim. 
Such ſmall towns as Schweinfurt were far 2 
from having a ſufficiency of proviſions to ſup- 
ply ſo many and ſo numerous tables, It was 
neceſſary therefore: to have recourſe to the | 
country; but the peaſants in general were ſo. | 
intimidated, that they would not venture to 
market. Beſides, moſt of the places in the, 
country had ſoldiers quartered in them, and, d 
therefore, ſtood in need themſelves of articles 
which they otherwiſe would have ſent to the 
town for ſale. Meſſengers were diſpatched to 
Rn proviſions but their paſſports, ſo * | 


1 
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tle were the French chiefs reſpected 
diers, were torn to by tho0ut-poſts, and 
the meſſengers, after being ill created : wore! 
compelled to give up what they carried /to tho 
ſoldiers, who in anſwer to their remonſtrancts 
wood ſay only tirat they loved good cheer! as; 
well as their officers. Proviſions, therefore; 
in the town roſe to 16 prodigious a prices chm 
a pair of pigeons were ſold for one ſhilling 
and ſix- pence, a couple of fowls for three ſhil- 
lings, and a pound of butter for two ſhillings. 
people wiſhed to have the cook tractable, 
it — Pakeey for them to draw their porſe- 
ſtrings and produce one or two carolines. 
Wirlout theſe, nothing could be done; but 
the ſame cauſe which made the-officers polite 
rendered the belly-doQor civil. Wherever the 
golden ſhower fell It always found a —_— 


foil ready to receive it. | 
* will dreſs your proviſions,” ſaid one of o 


ral Kleber's cooks to his landlord, who; al 
on account of the general's departure being b 
delayed, was not prepared for the laſt dinner, 
ce bur ydu mult give me one caroline, a clean 
veſt, ſtockings, cap, ſhirt, and tro ſers.“ And 
all theſe he gained in the _ of à few 
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q THE SERVANTS. 


THESE endeavoured to ſhew, and often 
Jet their landlords ſeel, that they were men o 
no leſs importanee than'their maſters. The 
peaſants in Germany have long ſhewu more“ 
reſpect to the ſervants of their magiſtrates 
than to the magiſtrates themſelves; and the 
citizens could nor forget that they alſo muſt" 
follow their example; and pay more to 
the French ſervants than to thoſe whom they 
ſerved. And, indeed, this was the more ne- 
ceſſary, as thut claſs of men would often L 
tify their re on the brittle wares, 
cially when theit maſters took the liberty of: 
giving them à little oorræcxionz by--whichz- 
properly, the landlord was the E 
in the end. 

Palmeroli, one of the molt te of:thei 
generals, had the moſt! extravagant ſervants 3 
and beſides, their number Was very confidera-? 
ble. When they could not find things to de. 
your ſufficiently expenſive, they made up for 
this deficiency by the quantity and the vurietya- 

Their breakfaſt, — themſelves, in 

our neighbourhood, conliſteck of the AW 

articles : | 
Iſt, A cordial. © | 
2d, Coffee and white bread! _ F... 1X84 
za, Bread and butter with wine. : 

4th, A leg of veal, 1992 & 16, TW 
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At preſent, while I am writing, they are per- 
haps contented with one of thefe articles only 
The generals at Schweinfurt iſſued an or- 
der, which was highly neceſſary, that fine 
flour ſhould be ground, and white bread 
baked, for the general's table only; but not- 
withſtanding this order, as there was a ſcarcity 
of other bread, the citizens were tormented. 
on ill-uſed both by the ſervants and the ſol- 
A A groom belonging to ral Jacohin 
W . with his — at CO ＋ a re- 
f le houſe in which his maſter dined; and 
| _ - the gentleman's ſervant having carried him a 
can of beer, he was highly offended becauſe 
he had not been preſented with, a glaſs alſo, 
and would not be ſatisfied till one was 
brought to him. In the mean time the mal- 
ter of the houſe happened to paſs along with 
a few ſlices of brown bread, all that could be 
 Procured in the place, which he was carrying 
on a plate to the general. The groom t- 
queſted a 5 which the gentleman 
took up in his hand and preſented to him; bit 
the inſolent ſtripling, who was little more than 
fitteen years of age, exclaimed, . Comment, 
þ ——, tu me prends pour un mendiant ?” and he 
would not condeſcend to accept the proffered 
boon, till the domeſtic handed it to him fot- 
mally on a trencher, | E 
N . „ . NOBLE 
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will never be forgotten; and his name will 
endure for ever and ever Of him Sirach 
propheſied. [He now lives retired, for the, 
— the French nation, in the hopes} 
42 political reſutrectioaã .. 
Kleber did not make fo:much*as one requi- 
Grion at Schweinfurt, and even paid an apo- 
thecaryis bilt of conſiderable 5 out of 
his own pocket: I 
Grenier diſplayed. much humanity in grant- | 
ing a ſafeguard to Keller the adminiſtrator” at 
Bonnland, and in his converſation with Mr. 
Geyerdbachy. the bailiff of: Minſter, a8 N. 


** 
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my Verde by the protect ion he afforded 0 
the clergyman- of Zell and. his fami- 
Ney took under his protection a bargeinath 
of Bamber (Far ate an been arreſted” by ſome? 
common nd promiſed that his pro- 
perty Bou be © fk and that nothing ſhould: 
be confilcated but what bhelonged to che em- 
peror, His barge was upon this exam 
and nothing found that was liable 10 nd; 
The Ng Wann 
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proceeded to another ſearch, and then diſt 

vered=the baggage of an Imperial officer,” | 
Bernardotte requeſted an opulent merchant 
to lend him his carriage for a journeys” The 
requeſt was complied with, and- the. carriage 
was given up as loſt; but 2 letter of thanks 
arrived ſome time after from the genetal at 
Cologne, in which he informed: the owilers 
that, as the chaiſe was in too bad a condition 
to be ſent back without the danger of its tatal 
ruin, he had written to a hauſe nee 
to pay him the value of it. 
muy proved himſelf, in various reſpeds, 
do bea man of. honour. Whatever he ſtood; 
in need of he demanded with the utmoſt po- 
liteneſs, and was not diſpleaſed When people 
were not able to gratify his wiſhes ande. 
pectations. On the: retreat of the French a. 
my, he obſerves” that the licentious ſoldiers) 
were proceeding to demoliſh the white- lea 
manufactory of Mr, Schmidt, at whoſe hohſe 

he had been quartered when marching aftet 
the Imperialiſts. He immediately {ent thither 
a a gu to prevent their deſign, ng diſpateheg 
polite meſſage to the proprietor; io . 

hin with what he had done. 

Tuo dragoons being quartered in theboaks 
of a widow, one of them, when: in liquor at- 
tempted to debauch her: but finding that his 
a was rejected he — ploy 
orce: 


* & © & # ©S. 4c ae SE 


A 2-a£- ASME 44.4 Ec 


(93) 
force: incenſed againſt the v man, TRY 


ſhe made an obſtnatereliftanceyithefutions 
ruſſian drew his bayonet and ran. it into her 


dody per a in conſequence} of which 


ſhe died ſoon after. Dumuy, informed of 
this ſnameful action, haſtened to the houſe of 
the unfortunate victim; but the malefactor 
had. abſconded, and it was ſometime before 
any account oould be obtained of his 

nion, who had diſappeared alſo. ' Nhe latter, 
when found, ' denied that he knew any thing 
of the place to which the murderer had fled: 
but hed general having aſſured him in the 
moſt ſolemn manner that he ſhould be ſhot 
if he did not produce his comrade, the latter 
at ledgth was diſcoveted. The ctiminal, 
conſcious of his guilt, fell down on his knees 
and entreated mercy ;' but the upright Dumuy 
committed him into the hands of general Le 
Fevre, who had alſo arrived at the ſpot. Gene- 
ral Le Fevre found it inconvenient to have the 
fellow executed immediately at Schweinfurt, 
but he —— the municipality that he 
ſnould not — puniſhment: and in- 
deed the brutal dragogn * hot Joon. aher | 


at Cologne. 

Had all the. 3 like, theſe men, 
their ſoldiers AY not have become inhuman 
brutes, a terror to the inhabitants Wherever 


they went, ard a Mn to their on -_ 
tion 
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Aion)? Among the names of waren chief 
e be enrolled alſo that o ß 
- Guittet, who has not yet had che good for 
dune to be placed at the head of a 
- but who, if worth is to be eſtimated by 
- neſs of heart, may rank with the firſt 
GSGuittet, when commandant at Schweinfun, 
never through wanton licentiouſneſs did ay 
injury to the place; nor did he make requil- 
tions for his own perſon. For that reaſon the 
5 municipality, when he departed, were defirous 
of giving him a preſent; but it was only with 
the greateſt difficulty that this officer, whoſe 
noble behayiour had induced the; magiſtrate 
. to. confer upon him this teſtimony of theilt 
| eſteem, couk be proxegied. on a 4 
ray ain bigs 1 | 
It gives the anthor of Fes Kleie isl 
pain to be obliged to leave theſe humane cha- 
racters, in order to ane few 0 reſpecting 
ee 4 e557 43406 
11 * 01 e 66,014 
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; But, in in the firſt place, it may be prop 
. ug record here the names of thoſe who! 0 
eſtabliſhed at Schweinfurt: vx. 
1 Dubreton general commiſaire rate, a 
$4 P4170 chef + J ws." 
4 Natand} eite, prove v9 


4 Dumont 


25 %O 


— 


5 Damen I, — de guere. OE 


6 Tacheret En 10 Chapotot 54? 7 * 
J Malraiſon xx Blanquet. dae 7 | 
$ Lachauſſce 13 Dec N e 
9 Hubert N * 2 e 


I am bag l. ee ern W | 
three more z but retebed muſt that land be 
which ſhall be e the: dozen above 
mentioned! r 7 18 #5 FITS 

They were' the viileores'of the army. As 
none of the e not even Jourdan, had 
any authority Oer chem, it neech excite 'no 
wonder that, being thus endent,” they | 
ſhould provide more for themſelves than for 
the troops. The principal "officers were no 
ſtrangers to this part of their character and 
often teſtified that they were tefined villains, * 
who had qualified themſelves for their office * 
by every action that can diſgrace human na- 
ture. They ſuffered the troòps to be expoſed 
to the utmoſt want; once, as I have alread7 
obſerved; to march two days without a morſel 
of bread and by theſe means were the firſt . 
cauſe of their ſhameful behaviour united With 
forcible plundering, which incenſed the de- 
luded peaſants, and tended in no {mall degree 
to accompliſh 122 477 deſtruction ee I 


army, © ; 
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They were vampires *. to/ the pen. 
.Goutitry, Immoderate in their requilicjons 
they beheld with. the cooleſt indifference the 
offerings. which the poor citizens-braught t 
them with bleeding hearts. One day they 
compelled the 3 of Schweinfurt to cam 
to their magazines all the flour in their poſit. 
ſion, the greater part of which-they had then. 
ſelves been obliged to putchaſe for their ont 
zuſe; all' their ſalt, — either from. Kin. 
ingen or Saltzungen ; together with all;ther 
ſtraw, and even that which-ſupplied the plac 
of a bed to indigence and miſer. 
Inſolent * brutal, ben remogſtranca 
„ere Matis dr them in the moſt civil. mannes 
they proceeded to ſuch extremities, that one 
of the magiſtrates, would have been caged by 
them in the public ſtreet had he not eſchpti 
by flight, The cauſe of this mighty wrath ya 
| "he impoſlibility.of cles eing inſtantaneouſly 1 
certain building which the commiſſaries in. 
ended. to convert: into a magazine, for their 
bread. 
Blind to e poverty which pte 
vailed, and deaf to the moſt affecting cl 
treaties, nothing was able to allay their ini. 
* Fabulous beings, who, according to the opinion d 
the common people in Hungary, Bohemia, | and fone 


parts of Germany, ſuck the blood of the dead; and d 
* many other wonderful things are told, Traun 


tiabk 
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The firſt- requiſition made in writing by 
Chapotot, at Vorcheim, which was to be de- 
livered within twenty-four hours, conſiſted of 
40,000 loaves of bread, 40,000 pounds of 
meat, 10,000-quarts of brandy,” 500 coombs 
of oats, -15,000 rations of hay, and an equal 


made, the commiſſaries, inſtead of moderating 


pired, and that at the end of that period they 
were relolved to employ force. The magiſtrates 
then had recourſe to another plan: they pre» 
ſented a petition-to M. Chapotot, accompani 
with a roll containing 100 ducats, not forget- 
ting 20 for his nephew, who had conſiderable 
influence over him; and an abatement was 
immediately made ii the brandy, ſtraw, and 
oats. All the reſt, the meat excepted, was 
required to be delivered ; and over and above 
400 ells of blue cloth, as many of fine white 
cloth, 5o ells of - ſcarlet; a quantity of linen 
tor the generals; for general Ney a riding - 
horſe, with ſaddle and bridle, which coſt 40 
carolines z and for general Collaud five ridings 
horſes, which were procured, after great dif- 


Scarcely had the demand for meat been aban- 
| $ [is doned, 


tiable thirſt or geen flyer. 2 wy | 
uiſitions were di in an inſtant, th 
requently — additional demands. 


number ot ſtraw. On a remonſtrance being 


this extravagant demand, gave public notice 
that the twenty-four hours were nearly ex- 


ficulty, in the principality of Bayteuth—— 


"0; 99-2 
doned, when a like quantity was ordered: 
ſecond time. Chapotot however proceeded to 
Schnattach without rigorouſly inſiſting on 
compliance with this new requiſition; but 
another commiſſary, accompanied by an off. 
cer, arrived at Vorcheim in order to ſee it en. 
forced. He obſtinately perſiſted in requiring 
the fixed quantity; and would eſtimate no or 
at more than three hundred weight — until /; 
few words were dropped reſpecting a douceur, 
He and his ſecretary then conſulted together; 
and the reſult was, that inſtead of the article 
delivered in natura they would accept of 500 
carolines. At laſt they were ſatisfied with 
150, or as ſome ſay 200, which undoubtedly 
were never employed for the benefit of the 
army. The commiſſary nom wrote out in | 
great haſte a receipt for the number of oxen 
demanded, and immediately ſet off; but ſome 
new idea having ſtruck him by the way, he 
returned, and requeſted an atteſtation that 
an abatement had been made in the requiſ 
tion, | 1 4 : 'h 

How could theſe commiſſaries have acquired 
their riches, if they had not employed ſuch-in- 
famous means to obtain them? Their fals- 
ries undoubtedly could not add much to theit 
wealth, eſpecially as money was delivered wit 
ſo ſparing a hand to the army of the Sambte 
and the Meuſe, after the Dutch had given 
over to pay them. Their œconomy alſo * 
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of very little importance. To conclude: theſe 


commiſſaries had no averſion to dainties 
they could play a nigh game; and were not 
niggardly to tender-hearted females, if the 


morſel was agreeable to their palate. They 


lived amidſt luxury, and yet, notwithſtanding 
their extravagance, . took care to fill their 
purſes, Derr f ö 


rounded by walls, had very little advantage 
over villages, which being open places were 
expoſed to every incurſion, In the former as 


well as the latter, the chaſſeurs extorted mo- 


ney 3 in the former as well as the latter vio- 
lence was offered to the-women ; in the former 
as well as the latter, eſpecially when the army 
retreated, the inhabitants were plundered ; in 


the former as well as the latter, people were 


deprived not only of their ſuperfluities, but 
of their neceſſaries; the former as well as the 
latter were oppreſſed by the frequent quarter- 
ing of ſoldiers z and the ſame requiſitions of 
every kind of article were made on a large 
ſcale in the towns, as were made on a ſmaller 
icale in the villages. AL Hs Ke 

The only ** DJIA perhaps might be, that 
fewer pzople were expoſed to perional injury 
in the towns than in the villages ; on the other 


hand, the corn- fields, vineyards, gardens, & c. 


in the country did 7 experience ſo much 
wanne ef i ao | de- 


\ 


Every thing conſidered, towns, though ſur- 
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deſtruction as thoſe in the neighbourhood of 
towns. | | OY 
The damage occaſioned by the French 
troops at Schweinfurt was eſtimated at more 
than a million of livres“. A conſiderab 
ſum without doubt for one towu ii 
The arrangement however made with the 
circle of Franconia inſpired new life into the 
whole neighbourhood. It was concluded at 
Wirzburg on the 7th of Auguſt, between 
eneral Ernouf and the deputies of the circle, 
and is a public a& that deſerves to be here 
— e 


f 


ARRANGEMENT. | 


WE, the underſigned, members of the 
general aſſembly of the circle of Franconia, 
duly authorized and inveſted with full powers, 
in the name of the circle, and of the nobility 
and gentry of the empire in all the ſix places; 
and Auguſtus Ernouf, general of diviſion, 
and chief of the ſtaff belonging to the army of 
the Sambre and the Meuſe, furniſhed with the 
neceſſary powers from citizen Jourdan, com- 
mander in chief of the ſaid army; being actu 
ated with a deſire of ſecuring tranquillity to 


* Upwards of 40,000 pounds. 
9 the 
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the inhabitants of the circle of Franconia, and 
to the victorious army of the French republic 
thoſe rights which they, have acquired, do enter 
into the preſent agreement as expreſſed in the 


following articles : 


t. The ſtricteſt orders ſhall be given th 
the proclamation of the commander in chief, 
which has. been printed and publiſhed, for 
the purpoſe of protecting the perſons and 
property of the inhabitants, and for maintain- 
ing the religious practices, laws and cuſtoms of 
the country, ſhall be duly enforced and cat- - 
mene e * 

2. Col ulequence c ceding ar- 
ticle, every inhabitant is Exe ve” to arreſt, 
or cauſe to be arreſted, every ſoldier, or other 
perſon belonging to the army, who ſhall be 
guilty of plundering or of any exceſs ; and 
uch ſoldier. or other perſon is then to be de- 
livered over to the neareſt commanding officer, 
who ſhall r him according to the utmoſt 
ſeyerity of the law. ; pr Ra 

3. Such inhabitants of the circle of Franco- 
nia, whatever be their rank or condition, 
as may have, left the place of their reſidence, 
to avoid for a moment the ſeverities of the 
war, are free to return with all their depend- 
ents and every thing they carried with them, 
provided they do-ſo in the courle of two de- 
cades after the publication of this arrange- 
ment. They ſhall then enjoy the ſame ſecuri- 
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ty and protection as the other peaceable inha- 
bitants who have taken no ſhare in the event; 
of the war; but after the Expiration of the 
above period no one can return into the 
country without a ſpecial permiſſion from 
the commander in chief. 

4. The circle of Franconia engages to pa 
to the French government a Sone of 
eight millions of livres * in ſpecie; two mil. 
lions of which ſhall however be deducted, if 
proviſions to that amount be Pine for 
the army. 

5. The payment of the 1 millions in 
real ſpecie ſhall be made at the following 
periods: The firſt million muſt be paid 
within ten days from the figning of the'pre- 
ſent agreement; the ſecond within twenty 
days; and the third within the courſe of the 
third decade. The other three millions „ 
be paid within fourteen days after the 
tion of the third decade; ſo that the Luck 
contribution in real ſpecie may be com- 
pletely liquidated within the period of forty- 
five days. 

6. The ayment of the two millions in 
Proviſions for the army ſhall be paid within 
periods to be fixed by citizen Dubreton com- 
miſſaire ordonnateur en chef, or by any other 
perſon whom he may inveſt with full powers 
for that purpoſe. An accurate liſt of the 


* Above 300, ooo l. 


articles 


( 13 ) 
articles to be provided ſhall be made out by: 
the before-named ordonnateur en chef, in con» 
juaction with the quarter: maſter general. of 
the cirele of Franconia. en 
7. The contribution to be furniſned in tea · 


dy money ſhall be paid immediately into the 
hands of the paymaſter al of the army. 
8. Beſides the above, the circle af Franco- 


nia muſt furniſh to thouſand horſes for the. 


cavalry, within three periods. The firſt deli- 
very, of not leſs than ſix hundred, muſt be- 
made within a month from this date, and tha 
felt within the month following, at head quar-: 
ters, where they ſhall be received, if approved 
of, by a horſe-· dealer and commiſſary of war 
appointed for that purpoſe. Bilk 

9. The aſſeſſment of the contribution ſhall 
be made by the aſſembly of the circle of: 
Franconia, according to the plan communi- 
cated to the deputation by the commander i in 
chief. eh n 

10. All military commanders are enjoined! 
to give every aſſiſtance towards enforcing-the: 
contribution againſt thoſe who may attempt 
to delay the payment, and to ſupport hoſe! 
appointed to levy it. 

11. After the time from which the periods 
tor the payment of the contribution are 
reckoned, that is, from the preſent day, every 
thing delivered, or that muſt be procured 
tor the ſupport of the French army, free quar- 
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ters alone excepted, ſhall be placed to the ac- 
_ of the contribution. The erdounateur 

en chef of the army, together with the quarter. 

maſter general of — circle, and the other com. 
miſſaries appointed, ſhall determine and ſettle, 
to their mutual ſatisfaction, every thing further 
that may have relation to this article. 

12. The margraviates of Anſpach and Bay. 
reuth, according to the fatus quo in which 
they were before the war, and the principalicy 
of Smalcald, the former of which belongs to 
his Pruſſian majeſty, 
rene highneſs the priate of Heſſe, are excepted 
from any ſhare 1n "his contribution. 

13. Incaſe any other army of the French 

republic, beſides that of the Sambre and the 
Meuſe, ſhall enter the circle of Franconia, 
the preſent agreement with the French 
ment will be moſt faithfully adhered to. 

14. The aſſembly of the circle of Franconia 
ſhall determine by ſeparate articles every thing 
that relates to the aſſeſſment and EY of 
the contribution. 


Done and exchanged, after being nn 
ſigned, at Wirzburg, the 20th" of Ther- 
midor, in the 4th year of the French te- 
public (Aug. Ra 1796) 
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CONSEQUENCES or THis ARRANGEMENT | 
129) innigen wel aoloet 503 nba 
THE joy occalioned by this 
was of ſhort duration. Though the remon- 
trance made by his Pruſſian majeſty againſt 
the twelfth article, by which it was f. 
to ſome alteration, could not affect the hole 
agreement, Jourdan refuſed to ratify ita cit- 
cumſtance indeed which one might have cafily 
foreſeen, As he could not deny that he had 
given full power to Eraouf, he ſought for. 
tome more eſſential objection, pre · 
tended that the deputies had made the arrange» 
ment too ſoon known. In a word, he ab- 
ſolutely refuſed to ſign it. Haridorf and 
Rhodius, the two deputies, went however to 
Paris, and got it at laſt ratified by the direc- 
tory ; but with this variation, that the eight 
millions of livres were converted into ten S. 
In the mean time Bamberg, which had been 
beſet by the French on the 4th of Auguſt, 
was obliged to deliver the following articles. 
4 millions of livres, in ready ſpecie, 
(above 160,000 l.) 
io, ooo ſhirts | 
| 100,000 pair of ſhoes 
50,000 do. gaiters 5 
10, 000 do. 3 8 2 
400 horſes ; 1 30 we 
Nuremberg, in the hands of the republicans = 
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fince the gth. of Auguſt, was ordered to "Y 
niſh the following requiſition, beſides what 
would otherwiſe fall to its ſhare. | : 
2̃2 millions of livres (above 100,001) 

10,000 pair of boots 
-- $0,000 do. ſhoes 
Fo, ooo do, gaiters 

$0,000 ſhirts 

3oo horſes 

| 600 logs of wood. 

As it was impoſſible to make the deli 
within the periods required, hoſtages were 
demanded, not only in the above two towns, 
but alſo in Wirzburg and Schweinfurt, 
which were ſubjected to a contribution equally 
heavy ; and theſc hoſtages were conveyed to 
Charlemont. | 

Schweinfurt, on Jourdan's rival, was 
ordered to deliver 

Soo, ooo livres, ready money, (above 
20, ooo l.) 
3,000 quintals of corn 
1, 500 do, maize 
2,000 do. oats 
2,000 do. hay hy 4 
2,000 do. ſtraw; | | 
after it had ſupplied Mortier with money, 
cloth of all ſorts and colours, &c. under the 
title of inſurance from being ſet on fire, and 
after having been ſubje&ted to conſiderable 
requiſitions by the commiſſaries, who, * 
eir 
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their other tricks, were accuſtomed to delay 9 

giving receipts for ſingle ſums. In this 

manner, Schweinfurt was not able to procure. 

an acknowledgement for 200 coombs of oats 

it had delivered; yet in another town 200 

louis d'ors were received inſtead of cats, and 

the account was all fair! 
Wirzburg, excluſive of continual demands - 

made for proviſions and other requiſitions it 

had to expect, was rated at the following con- 

tribution: ego teed ly Sree 


ES 


dl) 


a 5 millions of livres ready money 
ns, (above 200, ooo l. , | 9 
rt, . 600 horſes 7 Ee 
ly co, ooo pair of ſhoes | 

to 2 5,000 do. boots e 


100,000 do. gaiters | 
100,000 ſhirts, way.) 
The oppreſſion occaſioned by the evils of 
the war could at the time of the arrangement 1:44 
be endured ; but this was more owing, per. 
haps, to the conſiderable diſtance of the atmy, 
which, after leaving behind it ſmall 1 880 | 
had entered the upper Palatinate, and effecte 
the long-wiſhed-for junction with Moreau s 
army in the neighbourhood of Donauwerth, 
„ Tue ſcene howeyer was ſoon changed by the 
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- AFTER the defeat of Bernardotte's-divi- 
ir itt 4 ab „ 


FF 

fon, the Imperialiſts, next day, Auguſt 244, 
attacked the centre of the French army, and 
Jourdan was forced to retreat. His troops 
were now expoſed to the moſt melancholy 
fate; for it was not by the Imperial army 
alone that they were purſued, inceflantly ha- 
raſſed, ſlaughtered in heaps, and almoſt ob- 
liged to march through one narrow defile. The 
ſpirit of revenge was awakened among the 
peaſants, who, after ſecurity had been pro- 
miſed to their perſons and property in a public 
proclamation, found their expectations diſap- 

inted. | » 

To plundering and maiming, facrilege, and 
the Ae of women, new ſources of general 
miſery were now added — the loſs of cattle, 
and fire. | ee | 
Many cattle were. ſlaughtered, wherever 
ſoldiers were quartered ; many were de- 
manded from different places for the like pur- 
poſe, and many were deſtroyed or maimed 
through wanton barbarity, as was done by the 
diviſion of Le Fevre at Oberlaurigen. They 


ſurrounded the place, drove the cattle into tbe 
fields, and ſlaughtered or maimed the innocent 


animals, by way of amuſement. Many cattle 
were loſt alſo by being ſent to draw carriages 
when requiſitions were made, ; 

A number of peaſants from the Rhine were 
ſtill at Haſsfurt with the French army, and 
our Franconians, now in the fourth week, 
| were 
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were at Amberg. Their attendance had been 
limited to a month, and they therefore began 
to return home; but though they were fur · 
niſhed with written paſſes, theſe were generally 
torn to pieces by the rear guard, and the 
people, as well as their carriages, again de- 
tained for further ſervice, Carnages there- 
fore were ſo ſcarce in many places, that great 
part of the crop could not be got in, and th 
corn often rotted on the ſtraw. In ſome vil- 
lages, 48 kreutzers were paid for bringing 
home a load of corn conſiſting of 60 ſheaves, 
and this ſum was frequently offered in vain. ' 

To this evil was added, one ſtill worſe, a 
diſeaſe among the horned cattle, which had 
totally deſtroyed, or at leaſt lefſened, the 
molt numerous herds, and which, though 
the winter was ſetting in, till continued to 
exerciſe its ravages with unabated fury. Few 
places in Franconia were exempted from ir, 

Theſe misfortunes were accompanied alſo 
with the ſetting fire to houſes, a crime which 
the French troops committed even when ad- 
vancing ; andit appeared to be a part of their 
plan, during their retreat, to reduce to aſhes 
every place they approached ; ſo that it needs 
excite no wonder, it the peaſants, now brought 
to a ſtate of beggary, conſidered themſelves 
authoriſed to retaliate by being guilty of ex- 
ceſſes alſo, Thoſe indeed who had taken 
any ſhare in the eyents of the war, were 

3 treated 
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treated with the utmoſt ſeverity.  'Bernardotte 
cauſed four peaſants .to be ſhot at one time, 
near Vorcheim, in the preſence of von Kir. 
chehrenbach, the upper bailiff. Eberman- 
ſtadt was ſet on fire, and in part converted 
into a heap of aſhes. Strullendorf in the up- 
per bailliwicks of Ebermanſtadt and Goſs was 
reduced, in the like manner, to a very fey 
houſes, Many places in the neighbourhood 
of Viret, oppoſite to Eltman, ſhared the ſame 
fate. Even at Bamberg the French burnt x 
few ſummer-houſes on the 2gth and goth of 
Auguſt, The town alſo was threatened with 
deſtruction by fire, becauſe the inhabitants 
were not able to comply inſtantaneouſly with 
a requiſition made by ſome of the French oſ- 
ficers.— This meaſure was intended to render! 
the peaſants pliable, but it had a contrary ef- 
fect. The latent ſparks of their reſentment 
were by theſe means fanned into a flame. 
The army, however, had a dangerous paſ- 
ſage, either on the left through Spetzhard, or 
on the right through the mountains of the 
Rhine; the inhab tants of which are ſharp 
ſhooters from their infancy, well acquaiatl 
with the country, and 1ntrepidly daring. ; 
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PEASANTS ON THE ante, | 
EVEN before the French army began to, 
retreat towards Francbnia, the inhabitants; 
had aſſembled in bodies in the woody parts of; 
the Rhine mountains, not excited by the de- 
predations of the enemy (for at the com- 
mencement of the invaſion not a man of them 
was to be ſeen), but inſtigated by a thirſt of 
money, which they hoped to find among the, 
French troops. They were for the moſt part. 
headed by deſerters, and their arms were muſ- 
kets with ſeythes of a prodigious length an 
advantage which no muſket poſſeſſen. 
Their firſt expedition was directed againſt 
Kiſſingen, where there was a French lieute- 
nant with fifty chaſſeurs. In the night of the 
24th of Auguſt, the gates of the town were 
broken open by the peaſants; the chaſſeurs 
were plundered, and thoſe taken priſoners 
who were not able to ſave themſelves by flight. 
Encouraged by their rich booty, and rendered 
more courageous by their ſucceſs in arms, they 
now ventured. to deſcend from the mountains, 
They fired from a wood on an officer of artil- 
lery in the neighbourhood of Greſthal: and ano- 
ther ſeverely wounded, who was proceeding 
to Aſchaffenburg, met with a like fate near 
Semmerſdorf. Both of them returned there- 
fore to Euerbach, where they believed them» 
(elves to be in ſafety, eſpecially as ſome roope 
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had taken up their quarters there on the 


27th. Towards the evening, however, ſeveral 
watch-fires were diſcovered near Ketaberg 
and Semmerſdorf ; and a dragoon diſpatched 
thither reported that he had teen many arm- 
ed peaſants, who-ſuffere& him to pals them, 
but who immediately gave a ſignal with their 
Horns; upon which all the fires, amounting to 
à great number, were in an inſtant extinguiſh- 
ed. After long deliberation a body of / them 
reſolved to break into Schweinfurt during the 
night; a propoſal which was the more ſpredily 
executed, as ſome muſket ſhors from à neigb- 
bouring wood had actually been fired at: the 
place. In a ſhort time after the retreat of the 
ſoldiers, the armed peaſants forced their way 


into the town, and abuſed and threatened the in / 
habitants becauſe they had ſuffered the French | 


to eſcape. « They then entered the town-houſe 
through a window, and feaſted at the expence 
of the commune 1017 21997 off 
On the 28th of Auguſt, being reinforced by 
ſome more of their countrymen from Kronun- 
gen and Maibach, they attacked the French 
uarters at Gelterſheim, where they ſhed ſome 
blood and acquired conſiderable booty. They 
then marched back towards Niederwehsn, 
where various bodies accompanied with drums 
gradually aſſembled, in order, as they had 
before given notice, to break looſe upon 
Schweinfurt. But the weak garriſon, terrified . 


* 
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by the affair at Kiſſingen, procured-a, reinſorce- 
ment of armed citizens, ho had voluntarily 
engaged to protect the republicans from the 
fury of the peaſants. | bt 

The officers concealed, and conſequently 
ſaved, by the peaceably diſpoſed, inhabitants 
of Gelterſheim, together with the: commune, 
ſent ia the mean time to the commandantr a 
report of the quiet diſpoſition of the people, 
23 well as of the attack by the Rhineland pea- 
lants, during which a chaſſeur was killed; and 
by theſe means the place was ſecured. from! 
danger. I ud ohen gn uf pngfoaull 

The peaſants who had entered Niedet wehe 
were at the ſame time admoniſhed of their 
fooliſh behaviour by baron von Munſter, up- 
per bailiff at Furſtenec, who was paſſing that 
way, and ed to return home and leave 
a diſtrict which by ble behaviour had: 
hitherto — to no ſeverity, but which 
by their unwiſhed- for interference might be- 
come an innocent victim to miafortune. While 
this body were liſtening to his remonſtrance, 
another equally obſtinate had entered the paces 
and did not retire. from it until a troop Of 
French infantry and cavalry: advanced againſt 
them, What had been foretold was now here 
accompliſhed. The furious dragoons cut 


On this occaſion many innocent perions ſut- 
fered, while the Rhincland peaſants were re- 
: | creating 


down every human being that fell in their way. 


by the French through Oberwehrn, Kronus- 
gen, and Pappenhauſen. An Imperial gra 


which had been deſerte l. Many indoctnt 


Munſter, who was attended by a body of pes 


numerous eſcort for a diviſion of armed fugi 


pected of being connected with the deluded. 


but he was ſoon after ſet at liberty by the com- 


„ 
treating home wards with the loſs of many of 
their brethren in arms, continually purſued 


nary at Kronungen, filled with grain, was ſet 
on fire, and by its dreadful conflagration 
threatened the deſtruct ion of the whole place, 


men returning from the neighbouring mill 
on the Wehrn were dangerouſſy wounded; bu 
to the honour of the dragoons, all thoſe u 
had: wheelbarrows were: ſpared. Baron von 


ſants returning peaceably home, falling in on 
the heights with ſome chaſſeurs, who took this 


tives, and the baron for their conductor, ſaved 
himſelf, with his terrified and thankful comps 
nions, merely by his readineſs in the French 
language, and the power of his eloquence at 
a moment when two ſabres were raiſed over his 
head to cleave it aſunder. On this occaſion 
Feghelm, the clergyman at Niederwehrn, ſub 


peaſants, for no other reaſon than becauſe tt 
had given them a ſupply of bread, was afte! 
much ill treatment conveyed to Schweinfurt; 


mandant, on being convinced of his innocence. 
- That bloody day was much more unfortu- 
nate for a very brave and innocent W 


C 175 ) 
the ſame place, who. had aſcended to the 
op of the church ſteeple to look at the French 


2 


og obſerved in that ſituation by theſe troops, 
o whom every thing was a matter of ſuſpicion, 
hey concluded that an obſcrver.on the ſteeple 
nuſt be a dangerous ſpy ; and ſome horſemen 
galloping back to the church, firſt fell in with 
he ſchoolmaſter and the bailiff, whom they 
wounded in a ſeyere manner. Heuſinger (for 
hat was the young man's name) readily cen- 
juding that 
geance, endeavoured to ſave himſelf by jump- 
ng over the wall of the church; yard; but he 
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ay weltering in blood, ſome neighbours at- 
empted to carry him into a houſe ; but they 
ere prevented? and at length a fierce looking 
dſficer of in ran the unfortunate man 


zuiſned above twenty hours before he expired. 
The nearer the French army approached to 
ranconia, the more did the peaſants of the 


"I 
—_ 


led hine aſſemble on the boundaries of their ter- 
e itory, where they themſelves in thou- 
er Wands, waiting for the arrival of the rich plun- 
r erers. Jourdan would certainly have choſen 


to do ſo, But the archduke had pointed out 


> > 8.8 


ing defeated at Burgerbach, he was obliged ta 
| _ accept 


oldicrs while they were marching away. Be- 


was the object of their ven- 


yas inſtantly ſeized and cut dow. While he 


hrough lowly with: his daggers yet he lan- 
rs 


he moſt paſſable route, had he been at liberty 
o him that which he ſhould purſue; and be- $ 
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accept that which was offered. » The-right 


bank of the Maine, the neareſt road to Win. 
burg, and which was a very important pol 


tor che French, had been already ſecured. 
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- JOURDAN was obliged therefore to pro 


eced by Hatzfurt to Schweinfurt, to which 4 


great number of - Imperial; troops were, ap» 
proaching from Gerolſhofen and Goohſheun, 
While both the armies were adyancing {6 
wards. Bamberg and Burgerbach- behind. Nu. 
remberg; about thirty Imperial huſſats came 
in the night · time to Gerolſhofen, where the) 
were beheld with as much wonder as if they 
had fallen from the clouds. They had been 
diſpatched thither, as was afterwards learned 
by prince Charles, in order to. ſpread. eonfi- 
ſion among the enemy; and they had uſed i 
much expedition, that in 24 hours they rod 
from Altdorf to. Gerolſhofeni; They , 6a: 
fully reconnoitred the neighbourhood, ſpread: 
ing ſometimes one report and ſometimes ano- 
ther; for they were exceedingly deſirous to g 
poſſeſſion of the bridge of Boats at Wipfeld. 
While Jourdan was ſtruggling in vain at Vo- 
cheim and Bamberg to procure a' paſlage 12 
ne 
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neareſt way by Ebrach and; Wirzburg, ſome 


of theſe daring adventurers rode to Zeilitz- 
heim, and engaged a maſon to go to the bridge 
and ſee whether it was beſet. The maſon 
took with him as his companion a fellow of 
great ſize and ſtrength, who on the road was 
ſcized with a violent deſire of getting ſome 
booty. After they had convinced themſelves 
with their own eyes that the bridge was ſtill 
in exiſtence, and that it had been abandoned, 
they returned to the tavern from which they 
had ſet out. Scarcely had they entered it, 
when the maſon's compan'on obſerving 
French ſoldier riding along, ran after him Fall 
ſpeed, and coming up with him a little wa 
out of the village, ordered him to (top, which 
he immediately did, The fellow then ſeized 
the bridle, and holding a large cudgel over 
the rider's head deſired him to diſmount that 
moment. This being alſo complied with, he 
next demanded his money; but the French. 
man affirmed that he had none, and with a 
trembling hand delivered up his empty purſe 
and a port- folio filled with letters. The Ger- 
man at firſt intended to throw the Frenchman 
into the Maine, in the neighbourhood of which 
the ſcene took place; but the priſoner falling 
down on his knees and begging for mercy, he 
granted him his life and liberty. He was 
however obliged to give up his horſe, and con- 
inue his peregrination on foot, In the mean 
time 
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reſted the maſon's companion, and confinel 
him in the town- houſe, where he behaved 


the pecaſants all eſpouſed his cauſe; and aft 


magiſtrate, through a dread of offending the 


return in company with ſome of his comradet, 


caſe have been in a ſorry condition. This he 


The port-folio was a rich prize. It contained 
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time the people of Wipfeld aſſembled and lai 
claim to the horſe, actually ſeized him, ar. 


a very outrageous manner, threatening to d- 
ſtroy the doors and the windows. As he wa 
detained only by the bailiff and a few other, 


the affair had been more accurately inveſtios 
ted he was at laſt ſet at liberty by the chief 


Imperialiſts, to whom an account had in the 
mean time been tranſmitted of the whole trau 
action; but the - priſoner would not move 
from the place, as he expected the Imperialifs: 
would come to carry him off in triumph, and 
avenge his confinement. It was, however, 


} 


poſſible that the wandering Frenchman might, 


many of whom were ſtill 16itering about inthe 
neighbourhood of Schweinfurt, Dettelbach 
&c. ; and the hero of the piece would in tha 


himſelf foreſaw, and retired from Wipfeld 
where the horſe was detained ; but in the even- 
ing the Imperial cuiraſſiers came andideftroyed 
the bridge, carried with them the horſe, and 
left the town, uttering the moſt horrid threats 


fixty-five letters: many of them from the d- 
rectory to Jourdan, Kleber, Ernouf, Bernat 
N 75 dotte, 


( 119 ) 
dotte, and fome from Scraſburgh, Landau, 


perior as well as inferior rank. The com- 
mander of theſe cuiraſſiers, greatly rejoiced 
with the capture, diſpatched the port-folio im- 
mediately to the archdu ke. 

The daring intrepidity of ; theſe chaſſeurs 
will not appear aſtoniſhing to thoſe-who know 
with what bravery. ſome of their brethren in 
arms delivered 'at Bamberg the hoſtages car- 


a very bad look-our,: was ſurpriſed at day - 
break on the 28th of Auguſt, by about forty 
Imperial carabiniers under the command of 
lieutenant-general count de Precourt, the 
orders of the prince of Lichtenſtein. ' They 
diſperſed or took priſoners the ſentinels at the 
gates, ſpread confuſion through the town'b 

a general alarm, liberated the ee 
five Imperialiſts, and took priſoners ſ 
two Frenchmen. On the day when Jourdan; 
forcing his way back to Bamberg by Burge- 
brach, was obliged to lead his troops through 
that town, a ſingle Imperial huſſar placed as 
entry at a bridge, by firing his piece in va. 
rious directions and other manceuvres, ſo de- 
ceived the eyes and ears of the enemy, that 


route through one very narrow defile. 5 
A herdſman at Sennfeld diſplayed equal if 


* 


and other fortreſſes, to various officers of ſu- 


ried away from Amberg. 1 his place, in which. 
there was a ſtrong garriſon, though they kept 


, . 
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the whole army were compelled to purſue their 
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not more . patriotiſm than the maſon befa 
mentioned. His behaviour was ſo noble, thy 


it deſcrves to be known. On the night t 
tween the third and fourth of September, thy 


| commandant: of the Imperial advanced poli þ 
| at Sennfeld was deſirous of finding à peru 
J who would explore the road wana gates d a1 
$ Schweinfurt; and this herdſman readily unde b 
5 took to perform that ſervice, becauſe he 5 
I neither a. wife nor children to be rende a! 
i helpleſs, in caſe he ſhould have the misfortune 
1 to be killed. Being inſtructed how to proceed h. 
4 by two huſſars ſent to accompany him, he em er 
4 ployed every rule of prudence, and diſcoveredfl i; 
4 that the watch-fires as well as the fiſhermen\l by 
8 huts before the wooden bridge had been delenil de 
5 ed, and that the bridge was broken down; g. 
bl the light huſſar horſes, oppreſſed by the weigu th 
it of their riders with their accoutrements, ſtue te 
# faſt in the ſand and the mud, the poor mall tt 
Y was obliged to wade ſeven or eight times ſus . ¶ co 
1 x ceſſively through a branch of the Maine, u gi 
1 to the arm. pits in water, before he could er pl 
plore every thing properly; which he at l ch 
did by creeping- on his belly under a hedge o 


about a piſtol - ſnot, in order to approach the 
guard, the number of whom he aſcertained a 
moſt to a man. His acquaintance with the 
local ſituation of the place, enabled him t0 
accompliſh the object of his miſſion and tbe 
patrole who followed him found his repon 
. perfect. 
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rfectly accurate. On his return, the len- 
of officer offered him ſame drink-money, 
which he ſo well-deſerved but the magnant- 
mous peaſant would not accept it, and ta- 


ueſted anly that be might be allowed to go 
home and warm himſelf in bed. The fentries 
were ſoon after ſurpriſed by a party of huſſart, 


and every preparation was made to repair the 
bri 
bcheeinteee hut the French had catirdy 
abandoned it during the night. 


Schweinfurt on the left ſide of the Maine 
had been beſet by the French ſince the 
end of Auguſt, and the comm in chief 
thought it nat i ble to Wirx- 
burg. He made haſte to put his 


deſign in execution; but the archduke Charles 
got the ſtart of him 
the town was recovered on the firſt of Sep- 
tember. A violent, fire was ſtill kept up from 
the fortreſs ; but the prince ſent word to the 
commandant, that if = id not immediately 
give orders for it to ceaſe, he would ſtorm the 
place, and put the gatriſun to theiſword. On 


ous attack on the Imperial army, with the 
weakneſs af which in cavalry, he was well ar · 
— ; and on the third · che hati le mn re- 
newed in the neighbour 
Bibergau, and decided to the diſadvantage 


the French, at four 3 the afternoon, hy — 
arriv 


at break of day, and to ſurround 


farced marches, and 


the ſecond of September Jourdan-made:s furi- 
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Maine early about two o'clock. The French 
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of Fulda, partly by Arnſtein, partly by Ever. 
bach, and partly by Kiſſingen, after having 
plundered and ſet fire to Randerſacket, 


ther and fix children, who were ſuffocated in i 
cellar. Some perſons were even thrown inn 
the flames by the French. On the fourth d 


ed, and the commiſſaries at war found 


tages carried from the town, and removed ſoon 
after to Konigſhofen. „ A 


curred a few days before, when _ — 
' were demanded from Wirzburg. The 
having fallen upon Mr. Endres, aſſeſſor of the 
upper council, his ſon, an ingenious and hope. 
ful youth, who had not yet finiſhed his educ- 
tion, requeſted the e ſuffer him 
to go as hoſtage inſtead of his 


family and the ſtate. A noble offer, which va 


his fellow citizens. 


( n22 ) g | 
Arrival of the archduke, who had paſſed the 


retreated during the night into the b ick 


Mulhauſen, Langfeld, Grumbach, Arnſlein, 
Bleichfeld, and perhaps many places more. 
The laſt: was reduced to a heap of 'aſhe, 
Twenty-ſix perſons loſt their lives by thi 
horrid conflagration, and among theſe a m4 


September the citadel of Wirzburg ſurrender- 


the priſoners were detained in place of the hot 


An affecting inſtance of filial affection oc- 


her, who, by 
ſtaying at home, might be uſeful both to I 
accepted with the unanimous approbation d 


3 bf : The 


TP 
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The following alſo deſerves to be recorded 
z an inſtance of patriotic reſignation. The 
town of Schweinfurt having choſen. their firſt - 
and dey phyſician, counſellor Stoll, to be. 
an hoſtage, his place was afterwards ſupplied 
in the like manner by his ſon. Nan 
Mutantur tempora, et nos mutamus in illis. 
The timid peaſants, rendered courageous by 
the miſerable ſituation of the French, cantri- 
buted greatly to. increaſe the difficulties. of 
their paſſage amidſt the mountains in the 
Rhine, through which Jourdan was obliged to 
retreat. Many thouſands of the French found 
there a grave. Furniſhed with ammunition» by 
the Imperial army, and being covered by a 
few cavalry and cannon, they poſted them» 
lelves in ſecret corners, with which they were 
well acquainted, in order to wait for the fa» 
vourable opportunity that raiſed many of them 
to a ſtate of opulence. If the Franconians re- 
mained quiet, while expoſed to plunder! 
and ill. uſage, the brave Rhinelanders defended 
their perſons and their property with great re- 
lplution, A band of infantry paſſing through 
a wood, eſpied a ſolitary habitation . 
to the foreſter, which was ſituated in the mid- 
dle of it, and immediately declared it a lawful 
prize, They would, indeed, have here found 
a rich booty, for it was packed full of goods 
carried thither by fugitives; but a party who 


F 2 lay 


ed, departed without making 11 at- 


EF F 
concealed in a thicket having diſcharged 

ſeven ſhots at the robbers, which laid as many 

.of them dead, the remainder being intimidat- 


tempt. A huntſman, who was 


nding very 


queſted by two chaſſeurs to ſhew them the 
way. He immediately obeyed, and was ad- 
vancing for that purpoſe, when one of them 
came up and cut him down with his ſabre, 
He, however, ſupported — bis 
knee, preſented his double: barreſec piece, 
and at two ſhots laid the two murderers dead 
at his feet, where they lay weltering in blood. 
By the riſing of the Rhineland' peaſant 
the French ſuffered a conſiderable loſs in big 
Safes and this Joſs was ſeverely felt in parti. 
cular by the diviſion of Le Fevre—Woe om 


peaceably Xx edge of the wood, was te- 


. 


Frenchman, who after the fourth of Sepre 


happened to come into the hands of a peaſant 


An Imperial huffar, near a mill, fell in with a 


French foldier, who called out for mercy, 


The huſſar granted him his life; but he cut 


the tendons of both his legs in ſuch a manner 


that it was with great difficulty he could cfaw 
to a neighbouring highway, by ſupporting 
himſelf on his hands. Here, however, he was 
found by a peaſant, whom a few days. befor: 


be had ill-treated and reduced to beggaty. 
The peaſant, on ſeeing him, was ſo overcome 


by the ſpirit of revenge, that, deaf to the dic. 
| * 
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tetes of humanity, he threw the Frenchman 


lowly pelted him with ſmall pebbles until he 
had completely diſpatched him. The, ſtern 


unleſs he be quite a different being from us 

Franconians, were he in the ſituation of the 
peaſant, he would not b-have better to a devil 

in human ſhape, who could rob even the beg- 
1 


this ſudden change of the peaſants, thoſe hi- 


had become ravenous wolves. Kleber ſaid one 
day at table, Iwill introduce a totally new 
method of warfare —I will brand with. a red- 
hot iron every robber of a peaſant who mur- 


him up by.the toes. I will cudgel every ci 

officer till his cds burſt. I will ſet on fire 
by my incendiaries every place through which 
I paſs, and. retire with my troops amidſt the 
illuminations; and if there be a God in heaven, 


What a pathetic oration from the mouth of. a. 
Kleber! irres, 


Jourdan, quite diſheartened by the failure 


of his plan, dunned reſpectin 
koning, and rendered comp 
the rifing of the Rhineland peaſants, was often 
| F 3 heard. 


from the ſtone bridge into the river, and then 


moraliſt will exclaim againit this ſeverity ; but 


The generals were much diſpleaſed with 


therto patient ſheep, who after being fleeced 


ders a Frenchman, and T will afterwards "ws 
v 


he muſt applaud this conduct, and exclam 
Bravo 1 Frenchmen, you have acted well!“ 


the day of rec- 
tely furious by 
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heard to repeat, N faut bruler, il faut maſſacrer 
ſotiours I toujours _ 
M, oyrtier actually put this threat in execu- 
tion, but by good luck he was more avaricious 
than cruel, 5M | 
Collaud appears to have had great reſpe& 
for the Rhine. While He was ſti]! at the dif. 
tance of ſome miles from it, he aſſerted: that 
he had formally quitted the French army, be- 
cauſe hewas unwilling to ſerve any longer with 
and under fo bad men. He might however 
have expreſſed himſelf in a much clearer man- 
The commiſſaries alſo became a little more 
pliable. One of them, on the approach of the 
Imperial army, demanded, in a threatening, 
tone, from Goldmeyer, director of the cham- 
ber at Wirzburg, payment of the outſtanding 
contribution. The latter requeſted leave to 
communicate this demand to the people from 
the window; but the commiſſioner immediately 
_ replied, ©* Not a word more on ſo delieate 4 
ſubjet.” | ; 
This change of the heart and difpofition 
was remarked in a particular manner anſony 
the common ſoldiers. Wherever they found 
themſelves ſuperior, they behaved with fa 
more cruelty than before ; hacked off the 


© # You muſt carry fire and ſword with you whexever you 
0. 2 Bug 
| \ breaſts 


ein ys 


breaſts of ſuckling mothers; ſhot or cut 
pieces, as I — prove by numerous — 
che defenceleſs inhabirancs, 
they obſerved any ſlir by the people — 
or heard the ringing of bells. ; fer fire-o houſes, 
and diſplayed much greater rapacity in plun- 
dering. Heilmann, the ta at: 
Kiſfingen, had carried all his goods: into the 
cellar, where he concealed them bybuilding up 
a new wall before them. T he ſoldiers, however,. 
having counted the eyelet holes both within 

and without, were thus led to a diſcovery ;. 
and ehe whole being carried out into the ſtreet, 


and other valuable articles were thrown toge - 
ther in a hea burnr.—Fhefe libertines 
endeavoured. to baniſh all thoughts of - 
morrow by continual- intoxication. 

Wherever they found themſelves too wok 
for reſiſtance, or ſuſpected danger, no 


had never deigned to lift his hat or cap, ob. 
ſerved the utmoſt civility, and every ſ —— 
of brurahty vaniſhed. The richeſt wa rk 
pretended” to be- ſo poor, that —_— 

tempted to give them a few way 
of charity, "Thoſe who before had wa 220 the 
pavement with beer or wine, were contented 
with a roy of cold water to allay their thirſt. 
” thouſand imprecations againſt thoſe ſharks 


of companions who had ill- uſed and * 
3 e 


he moſt beautiful tables, beds, bed- clothes, 


ple 
could be more ſubraiſſive. He who Pefore 


2 * * . 
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the peaſants, were now heard from that mouth 
which the day before had beſtowec. encomiums 
on ſuch heroic military deeds.. It is too 
bad, farmer: if you give three ſtabs, I ſhall 
have nine wounds, was the exclamation 
of many of them when the three-pronged 
dung; forks of the peaſants approached too near 
to their bodies. | is i 
Since the fourth of September, Franconia 
has been freed from its burthenſome gueſts, 
whom heaven, I hope, will forgive for their in- 
famous behaviour; but whether they will re. 
form is a queſtion perhaps difficult to be an- 
ſwered. The directory, no doubt, wiſhes it 
for the houour of the nation; but as long a 
they are not in a condition to pay the troops 
regularly and punctually in ready money, every 
exertion to reſtoie diſcipline to the army will be 
vain, The only thing which attracted the eye 
of the French ſoldiers from the general to the 
waggon - driver's ſcrvant was | money |: money! 
money! A fondneſs for good living on the one 
hand, and continual wanton. the other, produced 
among the French the ſame effects as are pto- 

duced ſometimes among the Germans, Ohe 
aſhamed to beg, and chooſes rather to dig for 
the goods of othep people, till the digger fails 
into that pit which he has formed with his o 
hands. One's good name here periſhes at the 
ſame time. | 
But what cares a man like Martian. and 
| | ers 
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hers of the like character, for the be ehe of 
the world, provided they can live amidſt lux- 
ury, and at the ſame time fill their purſes ? 
Will the French ever again enter Franconia? 
a ſecond invaſion, even if the plundering, of 
Vienna ſhould not be the chief object of it, is 
ao doubt poflible ; but it is equally poſſible 
that the attempt might fail. As lung as in- 
ſubordination > and bad behaviour prevail: in 
the French army to ſuch a degree as: they a> | 
u preſent,.1t mult certainly deſtroy iefell, * © 


TBE END. 
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